
SAFEGUARDING the young and vulnerable is a priority at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish.

To live out our Mission Statement –
OLQP Parish safeguards children and 
the vulnerable in our parish

“This is what the Lord asks of you: only this, to act 
justly, to love tenderly and walk humbly with your God.” 
(Michah 6:8) 

Safeguarding - keeping our young and vulnerable safe in 
our community.

Safeguarding – Showing Gods love by 
protecting all, especially the young and 
vulnerable.

8th November 2026
THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A

Living Today in the Light of Eternity…

November is a special month when we remember and pray for 
our departed loved ones. We think of the people who once 
walked beside us, shared our joys, listened to our worries and 
filled our lives with love. Today, their voices may be silent, and 
their places may be empty, but their memories remain alive in 
our hearts. Their absence reminds us of a simple truth: life on 
earth is temporary, but our journey does not end with death. 

We spend much of our lives preparing for the future. We plan 
our careers, save money, build homes and dream of a 
comfortable life. Yet, in the middle of all these plans, we 
sometimes forget to prepare for the one journey that awaits 
every human being: our journey into eternity. 

The Gospel of the ten virgins reminds us of the importance of 
being ready. The wise virgins kept enough oil in their lamps 
because they were prepared for the arrival of the bridegroom. 
In the same way, our hearts need to be filled with the oil of 
faith, love, kindness and forgiveness. These are the things that 
give lasting meaning to our lives. 

One of our greatest human weaknesses is believing that we 
always have more time. We think there will be another day to 
say, “I love you,” another opportunity to ask forgiveness, 
another moment to make peace, or another chance to turn 
towards God. Sadly, life does not always give us that 
tomorrow.

Remembering death is not meant to make us afraid. Rather, it 
can teach us to appreciate life more deeply. When we realise 
that our time together is precious, we learn to love more 
sincerely, forgive more quickly and treasure the people God 
has placed in our lives. 

Our Christian faith gives us a beautiful reason for hope. Death 
is not the end of love, because God's love is stronger than 
death. When we pray for our departed loved ones, we entrust 
them to God's mercy, believing in the promise of resurrection 
and eternal life. Our prayers become a beautiful expression of 
the love that continues beyond the grave. 

 

Perhaps November is also a gentle reminder to look at our 
own lives. Are we spending enough time with those we love? 
Are we holding on to unnecessary anger? Are we too busy 
chasing things that will one day be left behind? Are we 
making room for God in our hearts? 

In the end, what matters most is not how much we have 
collected, but how much we have loved; not how successful 
we have become, but how much goodness we have shared. 

As we pray for those who have gone before us, may their 
memory inspire us to live better, love deeper and forgive 
sooner. Let us keep our lamps burning with faith and love, so 
that whenever the Lord calls us, we may be ready to meet 
Him. 

Fr Sebastian CMI

Junior Altar Servers are needed
Would you like to become a Junior Altar Server? Children who have received the Sacrament of First Holy Communion are 
welcome to join the junior Altar Servers team.

Altar Servers assists the Ministers at the Altar and Priests during Mass. If you are interested or would like more information, 
please write your details on the lists provided at all doors of the church, speak to a priest or contact the parish office by 
calling 9631 8135 or email parishoffice@olqp.org.au 

High School Aged Youth Group
All Welcome to THIS SUNDAY’S, 20th 
SEPTEMBER, Gathering. 
Straight after 6pm Mass until 8.30pm – Food 
included
Parent/Guardian please come in person to pick up 
the explanation and guideline details the first time 
your son/daughter attends

- 1st Sunday nights of the month during School 
Terms   

-     Parent Helpers are always needed. 

Thank you

Photo by Sushanta Rokka on Unsplash

On Sale in the Parish Office

Columban Calendar 2027 - $10 

God’s Word 2027 - $22 

EFTPOS Available

“Stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.” (Matthew 25:13) 

OLQP Carols 2026 

Join us in the church for a 
night of carols on Sat 5th 

Dec from 6.30pm.
BBQ after the 5pm mass

Thanksgiving Mass 

Please join us Thursday 26th November, 7pm, 
followed by supper to Deacon Jeff’s Thanksgiving 
Mass.

This will be Deacon Jeff’s first Mass after his ordination 
on 24th November 2026 at Parramatta Cathedral – See 
notice on page 2 for details pertaining to the 
Ordination.
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We acknowledge the Dharug people as the traditional custodians of the land on which we stand. Custodians

Let us pray…
FOR OUR SICK, that they will be nourished with hope & recognise the loving presence of God in their lives.
Chantel Adrien, Mary Anjoul, Rita Attard, Amara Bewert, Ellen Boissett, Frank Borg, Haryono Budiono, Ann Bugaya, Catherine Buttigieg, 
Mary Camilleri, Karl Croning, Charlie D’Anastas, Kathleen Davies, Jeanette Dib, Nerida Fabri, Gabrielle Farfus, Delina Galea, Dorothy Gatt, 
Mary Ghantous, Kay Jaunais, Margaret Jones, Tulla Kavich, Patrick Kelly, Tyler Kenedy, Peter Kennedy, Maxine Kroebel, Michelle Makin, 
Joyce Mifsud, Elsie Moran, Joseph Moses, Alex Noble, Martin Portelli, Jeizek Reyes, Benjie Santiago, Martin Shaw, Barbara Stanton, 
Carmel Thompson, Cathy Vella, Eddie Vella, Joe Vella, Sue Watters, Gerard Watts, Grace Widjaya, Maureen Zarb, Joseph Zerafa, 
Melissa Zerafa, Muna Zora

FOR DEATH ANNIVERSARIES, that they now know the fullness of life & delight in God - may they pray for our active 
purpose in God’s Mission
Joseph Aquilina, Clare Pombart

FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED, may our Lord embrace them with unimaginable joy & bless those who grieve with 
the power of hope. Funeral details are correct at time of print, but it’s best to not make this your only source

Charles Galea

New Choir Members Always Welcome
If you’d like to join the Parish choir, please contact the Parish 
Office. 

We meet on a Monday night at 7:30pm in the church (not all 
year round). Please contact the Parish Office to check.

Attention Members & Parishioners
You are invited to the next Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
gathering.

Topic: Carer’s Gateway information session

Details: Monday 10th August at 10.30am in the St George 
Preca Centre

Morning tea will be served.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP on 0414 863 123

OLQP Men’s Group – Public display of 

Worship – Rosary
Saturday 8th August in front of Mary’s statue

Time: 7.45am Rosary, followed by BBQ Breakfast 

All men over 18+ welcome.

This Rosary is for ALL people: Those who know how to pray it, 
those who don’t, and those who may be here for the first 
time. Come as you are. Mary will guide us.

For more info contact Nicky on 0403 124 345

Emmaus Prayer Community
Join us for Worship, Prayer and talk on "I can do all 
things in Christ who strengthens me" Sunday 22 
March at 2:30pm in the St. George Preca Centre.

Come and be uplifted, encouraged and empowered by 
the Word of God and grow deeper in your spiritual 
journey this Lent.

All Welcome. Enquiries Desirée 0478 765 772
SRE (scripture teachers) 
We currently need a SRE teacher for Tuesdays at 
10.30am at a local public school. If you are able to 
assist, or would like further information, please 
contact Patricia Shaw 9631 8135.

Maltese Welfare (NSW)
Speaker: Marie Louise Muscat

Topic: Moving into Aged Care

When: Thursday 4 April, 10.30am to 11.45am

Where: La Valette Social Centre, 175 Walters Rd 
Blacktown.

All Welcome. 

More details phone 9631 9095  or 0404 462 344

Cenacle Prayer Group
We are a Marian Movement of the Priests. 

All are welcome to join us for the Cenacle Rosary after 
the Friday 9.15am Mass in the Church.

Did you know...
Pope Saint John Paul II is noted as stating strongly that 
the greatest poverty is the ‘inability of joy’.

• As we celebrate the gift of the Spirit this Pentecost, 
we might ask ourselves: to whom could I bring joy at 
this time?  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta offers advice and assistance regarding 
marriage annulments and dissolution of marriages. 
Interviews are preferably conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews in special circumstances.

Please contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

High School Aged Youth Group
All Welcome to Next SUNDAY’S, 2nd AUGUST, Gathering.

-Straight after 6pm Mass until 8.30pm – Food included

Parent/Guardian please come in person to pick up the 
explanation and guideline details the first time your 
son/daughter attends

- 1st Sunday nights of the month during School Terms

- Parent Helpers are always needed. Thank you

Sacrament of Confirmation
Enrol at www.olqp.org.au

As a parish team we look forward to supporting you however 
we are able, as you prepare and guide your children in the next 
steps of their sacramental lives of faith. Enrolment is open for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation for children in Year 6 and above. 

Visit www.olqp.org.au for dates and to complete the enrolment 
form:

Email: sacraments @olqp.org.au Phone: 9631 8135

OLQP Men’s Group – SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 8th August in the St George Preca Centre.

Time: BBQ Breakfast from 7.45am, Discussion starts 8.15am 
SHARP.

All men over 18+ welcome.

For more info contact Nicky on 0403 124 345

Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
Monday 14 September @ 10:30am

 St George Preca Centre.. Celebrating “Maria Bambina”.

Members & Friends always welcome.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP Mb: 0414 863 123

Mass of the Angels 
Tuesday 11th November, 7pm.
Have you known the loss of a child in 
pregnancy or during early or older life? AND / 
OR: Would you like to reach out and bring a 
friend (of any faith background) who carries 
such a story? All are welcome to share in the 
comfort, care and prayer of the Mass of the 
Angels here in the church.  

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every Thursday 
from 11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. Areas covered 
include Family Law, Care and Protection, Local Court 
matters, Wills and Estates, and Traffic Offences. Bookings are 
recommended – call 8843 2500. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Christ’s Catholic Community
Come and join us in understanding the Gospels more deeply. 
Fridays at 10am in the Youth room. 

Contact: Mary Testa 0403 302 283

Divine Retreat Centre
The Divine Retreat Centre offers a peaceful sanctuary for 
individuals and families seeking spiritual growth and healing, 
centred on the devotion to the Divine Mercy. Each month, 
they host residential retreats, one-day prayer services and 
personal retreats. For more information: 

divineretreatcentre.org/events

High School Aged Youth Group
With Father's Day this Sunday, we won't be having the first 
Sunday of the month youth night. Instead, it will be on Sunday 
20th September - followed by the first Sunday of November 
and December. All high school aged youth welcome. 

Safeguarding onsite training
Email: lylian.francis@olqp.org.au or phone: 9631 8135

Safeguarding Training Modules can be completed online at: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 

Rosary Workshops
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying 
in hospitals across our Diocese. 

The craft evening will be held on 5 November. 

Cost: $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). 

To register and for more information, please visit 
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops

Positions vacant
• Parish Secretary – St Madeline’s Sophie Barat 

Parish, Kenthurst
• Paralegal & Compliance Support – Diocese of 

Parramatta
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

Ministry of Welcome
In the spirit of our welcoming community, we would like to grow 
the ministry of Welcome at our Masses. This ministry involves 
greeters, the friendly faces who are the first point of contact for 
everyone entering our church.
Do you have a warm smile and a welcoming heart? Consider 
becoming a Greeter! 
Enquires to: Lisa on 9631 8135 or email lisa.bright@olqp.org.auOLQP Bereavement Team

We are a group of caring parishioners from Our Lady 
Queen of Peace.
Our ministry is not a counselling service, but 
offers support, comfort and care shortly after the loss of 
a loved one.
At your request, we can join you in your home for prayer, 
a chat or simply a listening ear.
We also keep in touch via phone calls and cards shortly 
after your loss, and on significant days in the first year 
without your loved one, such as first birthday, first 
anniversary, first Christmas.
You are also invited to the Parish Memorial Mass and All 
Souls Day Mass.
The Bereavement Team can be contacted via the Parish 
Office on 9631 8135.

Great chance for a Certificate in Theology - 

Information this Wednesday
A new initiative of the Diocese and Parishes is to sponsor 
some interested people to do an Undergraduate Certificate in 
Theology. The program is not heavy as it consists of one 
topic/subject per semester over two years. Ideally, it’s for 
people who want to further their learning in faith and who 
might want to take some kind of next step in an area of 
ministry, service or sharing of their faith. Our Diocese and 
OLQP Parish will offer sponsorships for some to do this. 
Because of cost, those sponsorships will be limited to a few at 
a time and so it’s important for interested people to discern if 
this program is a good fit for them. This coming Wednesday 
night there’s an ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION for you to 
find out all about it. After that, if you think you might be keen 
(or if you want to chat further), you can have a catch-up with 
Fr Paul. You need to register for the information session and 
to do that, go to the Parramatta Diocese website and click on 
Events. There you can click forward through the different 
events and find the one on November 11 for the 
Undergraduate Certificate in Theology.

OLQP

As a sign of OLQP’s world-wide cultural 
base – and to further echo our themes 
of peace and unity under the patronage 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace, we are 
placing a medium sized statue of St 
Charbel in the church in coming days.

We’ll see how a location goes near the 
left hand side devotional candle stand, 
opposite the larger St Gerard Majella 
statue, who is the patron Saint of 
mothers, children and unborn children - 
and of good confessions.

Rosary Workshops
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying 
in hospitals across our Diocese. 

The craft evening will be held on the following days: 23 
September, 15 October, 5 November. 

Cost: $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). 

To register and for more information, please visit 
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops

Red November Mass for persecuted 

Christians: 25 November
Join us at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta as we pray in 
solidarity with persecuted and suffering Christians around the 
world. 

Celebrated by Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv, join us on 
Wednesday 25 November at 7:30 pm. 

A collection will be taken up to support the work of Aid to the 
Church in Need (ACN), a Pontifical Foundation supporting the 
suffering and persecuted Church. Learn more: 
www.rednovember.org

Congratulations
Congratulations to parishioner Sabine Harriss, this picture 
being taken at the annual Special Religious Education (SRE) 
Mass and presentation at the Cathedral. Sabine was 
celebrated for reaching 50 years as an SRE Catechist in 
Government Schools in our parish! What a milestone of 
monumental service! May Sabine be blessed and may her 
witness be a blessing of encouragement to us all in our 
various areas of service. Sabine speaks of the long term 
privilege it has been through this ministry, to support parents 
in the faith formation of their children. 

She is pictured here with her grandchildren Bradley and Nikki, 
Bishop Vincent, our amazing volunteer SRE coo-ordinator 
Trisha Shaw, ‘Faith in Action’ coordinator Julie Vu from St 
Paul’s staff, St Paul’s boys/parishioners Eli and Kian who are 
two of our high school aged SRE catechists and Fr Paul. 

You are invited
Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM CONV. 

Bishop of Parramatta 

Cordially Invites the Community 

To Celebrate

The Mass of 
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NICKY TURANO 
Honest, Reliable and
Determined to Find a 

Solution for YOU.

• · Home Loans

• · First Home Buyers

• · Business Loans

• · Vehicle Finances

• · Self-Managed 

   Super Fund Loans

• · Tax Debt 

• · Retirement Loans

 0403 124 345 |  nickyt@qedfinance.com.au 

www.qedfinance.com.au

Stressfree Management ®
Natural Health Clinic Greystanes

Get healthy
physically, mentally, emotionally

www.stressfreehealthmanagement.com

 Call now direct 0414680713

TUTORING SERVICES SYDNEY
www.tutoringservicessydney.com

Call us now:

0426265386

0414680713

All subjects Kindergarten to HSC,

University, IELTS, Thesis editing

Face to face & Online



Mass Times 
Monday - 9:15am  
Tuesday - 9:15am 
Wednesday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Thursday - 9:15am
Friday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Saturday - 9:15am (except January
      - Vigil 5:00pm (live streamed)  
Sunday - 7:00am | 8:30am | 10:30am | 6:00pm 

Mass for Peace - all welcome - followed by 
Anointing of the Sick - 1st Saturdays 9:15am 
(except January)

Memorial Mass -  all welcome - and offered 

for recent losses and 1st/2nd anniversaries - 2nd 
Saturdays 9:15am

Reconciliation: 
Saturday - 4:00pm  - 4.45pm 

Please join us via Facebook or Website, 
olqp.org.au, every Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Rosary in the church: 
Weekdays at 8:30am & Friday nights at 6:30pm 

ZOOM option available Friday night for those who 
cannot travel to the church for rosary.
Meeting ID: 896 7944 2594 | Passcode: rosary

Our Mission: To grow as a community in the likeness of Christ

parishoffice@olqp.org.au

P: 9631 8135 | E: parishoffice@olqp.org.au
Emergency Contact Only 0447 509 207

Parish Office Hours: 9am – 1pm, 2pm – 4pm Monday to Friday
PO BOX 5035 Greystanes 2145 | 198 Old Prospect Rd, Greystanes

www.facebook.com/OLQPGreystanes

www.facebook.com/OLQPGreystanes |        OLQPGreystanesYouth |        www.olqp.org.au Join us on…

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Roberts
Assistant Priests: Fr Sebastian Thekkinieth, Fr Thomas Alackakunnel, Rev Jeff Hood

Next Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading
Proverbs

31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

2nd Reading
1 Thessalonians

5:1-6

Gospel
Matthew
25:14-30

This Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading

Wisdom
6:12-16

2nd Reading
1 Thessalonians

4:13-18

Gospel
Matthew
25:1-13

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, 

Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every 
Thursday from 11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. 
Areas covered include Family Law, Care and 
Protection, Local Court matters, Wills and Estates, 
and Traffic Offences. Bookings are recommended – 
call 8843 2500. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Attention Church Ministers
AUGUST Ministry Roster IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

Please check your emails (including junk / spam) 
alternatively, a copy can be found in the sacristy.

If you plan to be away in SEPTEMBER, please let us 
know no later than 20 August. Thank you

Lost Property
If you have lost jewellery or cash, please contact 
the Parish Office. 

All other items can be found in the lost property 
basket in the Narthex (main entry area of the 
church).  

Parish Office 9631 8135  / parishoffice@olqp.org.au. 

Attention Liturgical Ministers
A reminder to all Liturgical Ministers to please complete the Roster 
Availability Form regarding your availability for Christmas, 
December, January and February. Completed forms can be placed in 
the yellow envelope in the Working Sacristy or dropped off at the 
parish office. Thank you.

Remembrance Day 11 November 

Rosary
In the church

Weekdays - 8.30am
Friday Nights - 6.30pm

All are warmly welcome next 
Saturday, 7th December, at 
10:30am
Mass is offered regularly at OLQP 
on the First Saturday of each month 
(except January) 

MET Natural Fertility
Are you looking for help to track your fertility cycle? Come and 
explore a Natural, Effective, Healthy and Scientific approach to 
achieve, space/avoid pregnancy or monitor women’s health. Engaged 
and married couples, single women, and those wanting to know more 
about their menstrual cycles are welcome to attend. If you’d like to 
learn the Creighton Model FertilityCare System https://fccau.org/  this 
free session is valued at $125 and gives you all the information you 
need to be ready for Session 2. To register or for more information 
visit parracatholic.org/natural-fertility

This week we celebrate
9th Monday The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

10th Tuesday St Leo the Great, pope, doctor
11th Wednesday St Martin of Tours, bishop
12th Thursday St Josaphat, bishop, martyr

Is your Safeguarding up to date?
All Clergy, employees and volunteers in parish ministry are required by 
the NSW Children’s Guardian Act 2019 to be current and complete 
their Safeguarding Training every 2 years. This is different to a 
Working with Children’s Check (WWCC).
Check with the Parish Office to see when you are due to update your 
Safeguarding Training or refer to the points below.

→ If you are new to Ministry or have not yet completed any 
Safeguarding training, you need to complete the Introductory 
Modules 1 to 3 (Cycle 1) & Sign the Acknowledgement of Code of 
Conduct Form.

→ If you completed Modules 1-3 in 2024 or earlier. You are now due 
to complete Modules 4 & 5 (Cycle 2)

→ If you completed Modules 4 & 5 in 2024 or earlier. You are now 
due to complete the Refresher Module 6 (Cycle 3)

Safeguarding Training Modules can be completed online at: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 

Or contact the parish office at: parishoffice@olqp.org.au or phone: 
9631 8135

WANTED
Helpers to assist SRE catechists in the classroom.  

We need help on: Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.
If you can assist with this class, please contact the Parish Office  
Ph: 9631 8135 / Email: parishoffice@olqp.org.au

This week we celebrate
2nd Monday The COMMEMORATION of ALL the FAITHFUL DEPARTED

4th Wednesday St Charles Borromeo, bishop

For those doing the HSC…
May God give them His embrace of peace, calm and 
focus throughout this time.

Rosary Workshops
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying in 
hospitals across our Diocese. 

The craft evening will be held on the following day: 
5 November. 

Cost: $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). 

To register and for more information, please visit 
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops

Palms Timor-Leste Encounter 
Timor-Leste is Australia’s closest neighbour.  It is also the nation with 
which Australia has had a complex chequered history.  Yet very few 
Australians have ever been there. 

An Encounter Tour to is not only an unforgettable holiday – it is an 
opportunity to get ‘behind the scenes’ insights into history, culture & 
the importance of relationships in sustainable development. 

In a small (max 8 person) group, you will meet Palms international 
partners and long-term volunteers.  Encounters are the ethical 
option to learn about development and support Australia’s oldest lay 
Catholic international development organisation. 

Book your place on the 14-day Encounter Tour here: 
palms.org.au/encounters.

Got your wedding plans under control?
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged 
Encounter provides you with deeper insights into each 
other and into married life. We give you a chance to 
spend time together to strengthen and enrich your 
relationship. 

For further information visit our website: 
www.engagedencounter.org.au  Choose any of the 
coming Weekends: Nov 14-15, Feb 13-14, May 22-23.

On Sale in the Parish Office

Columban Calendar 2027 - $10 

God’s Word 2027 - $22 

EFTPOS Available

Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
Monday 9 November at 10:30am

 St George Preca Centre. Members & Friends always 
welcome.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP Mb: 0414 863 123

Inner Healing Residential Retreat
A grace-filled weekend of prayer, renewal and spiritual enrichment, 
featuring: Praise & Worship, Inspirational Talks, Holy Mass, Healing 
Adoration, Sacrament of Reconciliation, Quiet Time of Prayer & 
Reflection, Personal Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. 

When: 13 November 

Hosted by the Vincentian Fathers of DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE, 160 
Hensons Road, Somersby NSW 2250. 

Register at: https://divineretreatcentre.org/booking-form/ or 
phone: 0451 318 173 
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