
SAFEGUARDING the young and vulnerable is a priority at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish.

To live out our Mission Statement –
OLQP Parish safeguards children and 
the vulnerable in our parish

“This is what the Lord asks of you: only this, to act 
justly, to love tenderly and walk humbly with your God.” 
(Michah 6:8) 

Safeguarding - keeping our young and vulnerable safe in 
our community.

Safeguarding – Showing Gods love by 
protecting all, especially the young and 
vulnerable.

25th October 2026
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year A

Love God by Loving Our Neighbour

There is a children’s home in Calcutta, India, called Shishu 
Bhavan, founded by St Mother Teresa. Today, the home 
continues to be run by her religious community, the 
Missionaries of Charity.
Some years ago, I had the opportunity to visit this children’s 
home. On one of its walls, I noticed a sign with the following 
words:
Some people are unreasonable, illogical and self-centred. 
LOVE THEM ANYWAY.
If you do good, people may accuse you of having selfish 
motives. DO GOOD ANYWAY.
If you are successful, you may win false friends and true 
enemies. SUCCEED ANYWAY.
The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. 
DO GOOD ANYWAY.
Honesty and frankness may make you vulnerable. BE HONEST 
AND FRANK ANYWAY.
People may genuinely need help but attack you when you try 
to help them. HELP PEOPLE ANYWAY.
Give the world the best you have, and you may get hurt in 
return. GIVE THE WORLD THE BEST YOU HAVE ANYWAY.

Friends, these words remind us of the spirit in which Mother 
Teresa encouraged her Sisters to live and serve. We can face 
life’s challenges with courage when we are motivated by 
genuine love and respect for others, looking beyond their 
faults and differences.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that the foundation of 
our Christian faith is love of God and love of our neighbour.
Jesus tells us to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind. 
Since God has loved us so deeply and unconditionally, we are 
called to respond with the same love.

However, our love for God is genuine only when it is 
expressed through our love for others. That is why Jesus 
adds, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” We cannot 
claim to love God while ignoring the needs and suffering of 
those around us.
Loving our neighbour means comforting the suffering, 
forgiving those who hurt us, welcoming those who feel 
excluded, and helping those in need. Our neighbours are not 
only our family and friends, but also strangers, people who 
challenge our patience, and those who may never repay our 
kindness.
Friends, let us remember the words displayed in Mother 
Teresa’s children’s home: “Love them anyway. Do good 
anyway. Help people anyway.” We may not always receive 
gratitude or appreciation, but we continue to love because 
we belong to Christ.
May the Lord open our eyes to recognise His presence in our 
neighbours, especially the poor, the lonely, and the 
forgotten. May He help us love Him with all our heart, soul, 
and mind by loving others as He has loved us.

Fr Thomas

Junior Altar Servers are needed
Would you like to become a Junior Altar Server? Children who have received the Sacrament of First Holy Communion are 
welcome to join the junior Altar Servers team.

Altar Servers assists the Ministers at the Altar and Priests during Mass. If you are interested or would like more information, 
please write your details on the lists provided at all doors of the church, speak to a priest or contact the parish office by 
calling 9631 8135 or email parishoffice@olqp.org.au 
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High School Aged Youth Group
All Welcome to THIS SUNDAY’S, 20th 
SEPTEMBER, Gathering. 
Straight after 6pm Mass until 8.30pm – Food 
included
Parent/Guardian please come in person to pick up 
the explanation and guideline details the first time 
your son/daughter attends

- 1st Sunday nights of the month during School 
Terms   

-     Parent Helpers are always needed. 

Thank you
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On Sale in the Parish Office

Columban Calendar 2027 - $10 

God’s Word 2027 - $22 

EFTPOS Available

DEACON JEFF’S PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION
Great news came to us this week! Following all the steps required by the Diocese and 
by the wider Universal Church, Bishop Vincent confirmed that he will ordain Deacon Jeff as a Priest next 
month. The ceremony will take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Tuesday night 24th November at 
7.30pm. Two others (Deacon Luke and Deacon Paul) from our Holy Spirit Seminary will also be ordained 
as Priests for our Diocese in the same ceremony.
Parishioners are welcome to attend. As many of you know, Deacon Jeff originally comes from 
Murwillumbah and has spent many years living and working in Melbourne, so he’ll have plenty of 
visitors from out of town. He’s currently finding out the plans of the key visitors and will then decide 
the time to celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving here at OLQP. That special event will likely take place 
within the week after the ordination. Let’s pray for Deacon Jeff in this very significant next month of his 
life leading up to 24th November.
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We acknowledge the Dharug people as the traditional custodians of the land on which we stand. Custodians

Let us pray…
FOR OUR SICK, that they will be nourished with hope & recognise the loving presence of God in their lives.
Chantel Adrien, Mary Anjoul, Rita Attard, Amara Bewert, Ellen Boissett, Frank Borg, Haryono Budiono, Ann Bugaya, 
Catherine Buttigieg, Mary Camilleri, Karl Croning, Charlie D’Anastas, Kathleen Davies, Jeanette Dib, Nerida Fabri, Gabrielle Farfus, 
Delina Galea, Dorothy Gatt, Mary Ghantous, Kay Jaunais, Margaret Jones, Tulla Kavich, Patrick Kelly, Tyler Kenedy, Peter Kennedy, 
Maxine Kroebel, Michelle Makin, Joyce Mifsud, Elsie Moran, Joseph Moses, Alex Noble, Martin Portelli, Jeizek Reyes, Benjie Santiago, 
Martin Shaw, Barbara Stanton, Carmel Thompson, Cathy Vella, Eddie Vella, Joe Vella, Sue Watters, Gerard Watts, Grace Widjaya,
Maureen Zarb, Joseph Zerafa, Melissa Zerafa, Muna Zora

FOR DEATH ANNIVERSARIES, that they now know the fullness of life & delight in God - may they pray for our active 
purpose in God’s Mission
Steven Darmody, Mario Grima, Janis Liepa, Fortunata Sultana

FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED, may our Lord embrace them with unimaginable joy & bless those who grieve with 
the power of hope. Funeral details are correct at time of print, but it’s best to not make this your only source

Emanuela Agius, 27 Oct at 11am

New Choir Members Always Welcome
If you’d like to join the Parish choir, please contact the Parish 
Office. 

We meet on a Monday night at 7:30pm in the church (not all 
year round). Please contact the Parish Office to check.

Attention Members & Parishioners
You are invited to the next Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
gathering.

Topic: Carer’s Gateway information session

Details: Monday 10th August at 10.30am in the St George 
Preca Centre

Morning tea will be served.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP on 0414 863 123

OLQP Men’s Group – Public display of 

Worship – Rosary
Saturday 8th August in front of Mary’s statue

Time: 7.45am Rosary, followed by BBQ Breakfast 

All men over 18+ welcome.

This Rosary is for ALL people: Those who know how to pray it, 
those who don’t, and those who may be here for the first 
time. Come as you are. Mary will guide us.

For more info contact Nicky on 0403 124 345

Emmaus Prayer Community
Join us for Worship, Prayer and talk on "I can do all 
things in Christ who strengthens me" Sunday 22 
March at 2:30pm in the St. George Preca Centre.

Come and be uplifted, encouraged and empowered by 
the Word of God and grow deeper in your spiritual 
journey this Lent.

All Welcome. Enquiries Desirée 0478 765 772
SRE (scripture teachers) 
We currently need a SRE teacher for Tuesdays at 
10.30am at a local public school. If you are able to 
assist, or would like further information, please 
contact Patricia Shaw 9631 8135.

Maltese Welfare (NSW)
Speaker: Marie Louise Muscat

Topic: Moving into Aged Care

When: Thursday 4 April, 10.30am to 11.45am

Where: La Valette Social Centre, 175 Walters Rd 
Blacktown.

All Welcome. 

More details phone 9631 9095  or 0404 462 344

Cenacle Prayer Group
We are a Marian Movement of the Priests. 

All are welcome to join us for the Cenacle Rosary after 
the Friday 9.15am Mass in the Church.

Did you know...
Pope Saint John Paul II is noted as stating strongly that 
the greatest poverty is the ‘inability of joy’.

• As we celebrate the gift of the Spirit this Pentecost, 
we might ask ourselves: to whom could I bring joy at 
this time?  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta offers advice and assistance regarding 
marriage annulments and dissolution of marriages. 
Interviews are preferably conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews in special circumstances.

Please contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

High School Aged Youth Group
All Welcome to Next SUNDAY’S, 2nd AUGUST, Gathering.

-Straight after 6pm Mass until 8.30pm – Food included

Parent/Guardian please come in person to pick up the 
explanation and guideline details the first time your 
son/daughter attends

- 1st Sunday nights of the month during School Terms

- Parent Helpers are always needed. Thank you

Sacrament of Confirmation
Enrol at www.olqp.org.au

As a parish team we look forward to supporting you however 
we are able, as you prepare and guide your children in the next 
steps of their sacramental lives of faith. Enrolment is open for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation for children in Year 6 and above. 

Visit www.olqp.org.au for dates and to complete the enrolment 
form:

Email: sacraments @olqp.org.au Phone: 9631 8135

OLQP Men’s Group – SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 8th August in the St George Preca Centre.

Time: BBQ Breakfast from 7.45am, Discussion starts 8.15am 
SHARP.

All men over 18+ welcome.

For more info contact Nicky on 0403 124 345

Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
Monday 14 September @ 10:30am

 St George Preca Centre.. Celebrating “Maria Bambina”.

Members & Friends always welcome.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP Mb: 0414 863 123

Mass of the Angels 
Tuesday 11th November, 7pm.
Have you known the loss of a child in 
pregnancy or during early or older life? AND / 
OR: Would you like to reach out and bring a 
friend (of any faith background) who carries 
such a story? All are welcome to share in the 
comfort, care and prayer of the Mass of the 
Angels here in the church.  

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every Thursday 
from 11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. Areas covered 
include Family Law, Care and Protection, Local Court 
matters, Wills and Estates, and Traffic Offences. Bookings are 
recommended – call 8843 2500. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Christ’s Catholic Community
Come and join us in understanding the Gospels more deeply. 
Fridays at 10am in the Youth room. 

Contact: Mary Testa 0403 302 283

Divine Retreat Centre
The Divine Retreat Centre offers a peaceful sanctuary for 
individuals and families seeking spiritual growth and healing, 
centred on the devotion to the Divine Mercy. Each month, 
they host residential retreats, one-day prayer services and 
personal retreats. For more information: 

divineretreatcentre.org/events

High School Aged Youth Group
With Father's Day this Sunday, we won't be having the first 
Sunday of the month youth night. Instead, it will be on Sunday 
20th September - followed by the first Sunday of November 
and December. All high school aged youth welcome. 

Safeguarding onsite training
Email: lylian.francis@olqp.org.au or phone: 9631 8135

Safeguarding Training Modules can be completed online at: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 

Rosary Workshops
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying 
in hospitals across our Diocese. 

The craft evening will be held on 5 November. 

Cost: $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). 

To register and for more information, please visit 
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops

Caritas Australia – Nepal Floods Appeal
Communities in northern Nepal are facing a humanitarian 
crisis after devastating flash floods swept through the 
Rasuwa District on 26 August. Over 1,000 people have lost 
their lives, many remain missing, and thousands of families 
have been affected. Homes, roads, bridges, schools and 
essential infrastructure have been destroyed, leaving 
vulnerable communities in urgent need of support. 

Caritas Australia is working with Caritas Nepal and local 
partners to provide lifesaving assistance, including 
emergency shelter, food, safe drinking water, healthcare 
and protection support for affected families. Together, we 
can provide urgent relief and hope to families rebuilding 
their lives in Nepal. 

To donate to the Caritas Australia Nepal Floods Appeal, 
visit www.caritas.org.au/nepal or call 1800 024 413

Wedding Anniversary Mass
All married couples are invited to attend the Annual 
Anniversary Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on 
Sunday 15th November at 2.30pm, followed by light 
refreshments in the Cathedral Hall.

During Mass, all couples will receive a blessing from Fr 
Fernando Montano VG, and those celebrating significant 
anniversaries will also receive a certificate.
RSVP by 6 Nov to parracatholic.org/events/wedding-
anniversary-mass

Positions vacant
• Parish Secretary – St Madeline’s Sophie Barat 

Parish, Kenthurst
• Paralegal & Compliance Support – Diocese of 

Parramatta
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

WYD27 Songwriting Competition
Submissions close 16th December.

Young people of the Diocese of Parramatta, we want 
your original song to inspire our pilgrims on their 
journey to World Youth Day! Open to individuals or 
groups aged 16–35. All musical genres welcome. Find 
out more and submit your song via our WYD27 
website: parrawyd.org

Ministry of Welcome
In the spirit of our welcoming community, we would like to grow 
the ministry of Welcome at our Masses. This ministry involves 
greeters, the friendly faces who are the first point of contact for 
everyone entering our church.
Do you have a warm smile and a welcoming heart? Consider 
becoming a Greeter! 
Enquires to: Lisa on 9631 8135 or email lisa.bright@olqp.org.auOLQP Bereavement Team

We are a group of caring parishioners from Our Lady 
Queen of Peace.
Our ministry is not a counselling service, but 
offers support, comfort and care shortly after the loss of 
a loved one.
At your request, we can join you in your home for prayer, 
a chat or simply a listening ear.
We also keep in touch via phone calls and cards shortly 
after your loss, and on significant days in the first year 
without your loved one, such as first birthday, first 
anniversary, first Christmas.
You are also invited to the Parish Memorial Mass and All 
Souls Day Mass.
The Bereavement Team can be contacted via the Parish 
Office on 9631 8135.

Parramatta Street Feast: 17 November

You are warmly invited to the Parramatta Street Feast, a 
Festival of Welcome: 17 November 2026, 10:45am–
2:30pm, St Patrick’s Cathedral Precinct, Parramatta.

 It’s a space for people from all walks of life to come 
together in a spirit of community, solidarity and 
friendship, and to enjoy delicious food, free services, 
creative activities and great music! You can support the 
Street Feast as a volunteer, or share your talent by 
hosting an activity table.

Find out more and express your interest at 
parracatholic.org/streetfeast

BEAUTIFUL STATUES BEING ORDERED FOR 

OLQP
After some difficult property issue delays, it’s a shame that 
the timeline for the resurfacing and beautification out the 
front of the church won’t occur by Christmas as hoped.
Instead it will be as early as possible in the new year. Some 
happy news though from the Parish Finance Committee 
which has been attending to this planning: We’ve finalised 
the supplier, selection and pricing of three large (1.6m to 
1.8m plus bases), quality, weather proof statues for outside 
the church and are to lock in the order in coming weeks.
 
All going well, these statues coming from Italy will be installed 
at different points across the front to enable prayer and 
reflection and to provide a welcoming focal attraction for 
passers-by. There’ll be a risen Jesus statue with a memorial 
wall and seating at the eastern grass end. There’ll be a 
beautiful Mary with the baby Jesus in pride of place. And 
there’ll be a Holy Family of Mary and Joseph with Jesus as a 
growing child.

The strong Maltese foundations of OLQP are well known and 
continuing. In more recent years, many other cultures have 
also become integral to the parish. Saint Charbel Makhlouf, 
born in 1828 to a humble Catholic family in northern 
Lebanon, is now one of the most widely venerated modern 
saints in the world. After joining the Maronite Order at age 23 
he became a monk-priest and then a hermit living a dedicated 
life of manual labour, austerity and prayer until his death on 
Christmas Eve 1898. 
He was canonised by Pope Paul VI in 1977 with thousands of 
stories attributing healings of all kinds to St Charbel’s 
intercession – along with his remarkable influence on the 
unity of Christians and Muslims. Shrines to St Charbel right 
around the world continue to attract Christians and Muslims
along with other faiths and many cultures; people 
everywhere who seek unity, peace and healing.

OLQP

On Sale in the Parish Office

Columban Calendar 2027 - $10 

God’s Word 2027 - $22 

EFTPOS Available

AN ADDED SMALLER STATUE IN THE 

CHURCH – ST CHARBEL

All Soul’s Day Mass – 2nd November at 7pm
A special mass will be held for those who have been buried in 
the past 12 months from OLQP.  If you have lost a loved one 
in the past 12 months who’s funeral was not held at OLQP, 
you are welcome to come and write their details on the 
cards provided on the night. All welcome

 

As a sign of OLQP’s world-wide cultural 
base – and to further echo our themes 
of peace and unity under the patronage 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace, we are 
placing a medium sized statue of St 
Charbel in the church in coming days.

We’ll see how a location goes near the 
left hand side devotional candle stand, 
opposite the larger St Gerard Majella 
statue, who is the patron Saint of 
mothers, children and unborn children - 
and of good confessions.
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NICKY TURANO 
Honest, Reliable and
Determined to Find a 

Solution for YOU.

• · Home Loans

• · First Home Buyers

• · Business Loans

• · Vehicle Finances

• · Self-Managed 

   Super Fund Loans

• · Tax Debt 

• · Retirement Loans

 0403 124 345 |  nickyt@qedfinance.com.au 

www.qedfinance.com.au

Stressfree Management ®
Natural Health Clinic Greystanes

Get healthy
physically, mentally, emotionally

www.stressfreehealthmanagement.com

 Call now direct 0414680713



Mass Times 
Monday - 9:15am  
Tuesday - 9:15am 
Wednesday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Thursday - 9:15am
Friday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Saturday - 9:15am (except January
      - Vigil 5:00pm (live streamed)  
Sunday - 7:00am | 8:30am | 10:30am | 6:00pm 

Mass for Peace - all welcome - followed by 
Anointing of the Sick - 1st Saturdays 9:15am 
(except January)

Memorial Mass -  all welcome - and offered 

for recent losses and 1st/2nd anniversaries - 2nd 
Saturdays 9:15am

Reconciliation: 
Saturday - 4:00pm  - 4.45pm 

Please join us via Facebook or Website, 
olqp.org.au, every Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Rosary in the church: 
Weekdays at 8:30am & Friday nights at 6:30pm 

ZOOM option available Friday night for those who 
cannot travel to the church for rosary.
Meeting ID: 896 7944 2594 | Passcode: rosary

Our Mission: To grow as a community in the likeness of Christ

parishoffice@olqp.org.au

P: 9631 8135 | E: parishoffice@olqp.org.au
Emergency Contact Only 0447 509 207

Parish Office Hours: 9am – 1pm, 2pm – 4pm Monday to Friday
PO BOX 5035 Greystanes 2145 | 198 Old Prospect Rd, Greystanes

www.facebook.com/OLQPGreystanes

www.facebook.com/OLQPGreystanes |        OLQPGreystanesYouth |        www.olqp.org.au Join us on…

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Roberts
Assistant Priests: Fr Sebastian Thekkinieth, Fr Thomas Alackakunnel, Rev Jeff Hood

Next Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading
Revelations
7:2-4, 9-14

2nd Reading
1 John
3:1-3

Gospel
Matthew

5:1-12

This Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading

Exodus
22:20-26

2nd Reading
1 Thessalonians

1:5-10

Gospel
Matthew
22:34-40

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, 

Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every 
Thursday from 11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. 
Areas covered include Family Law, Care and 
Protection, Local Court matters, Wills and Estates, 
and Traffic Offences. Bookings are recommended – 
call 8843 2500. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Attention Church Ministers
AUGUST Ministry Roster IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

Please check your emails (including junk / spam) 
alternatively, a copy can be found in the sacristy.

If you plan to be away in SEPTEMBER, please let us 
know no later than 20 August. Thank you

Lost Property
If you have lost jewellery or cash, please contact 
the Parish Office. 

All other items can be found in the lost property 
basket in the Narthex (main entry area of the 
church).  

Parish Office 9631 8135  / parishoffice@olqp.org.au. 

Attention Liturgical Ministers
A reminder to all Liturgical Ministers to please complete the Roster 
Availability Form regarding your availability for Christmas, 
December, January and February. Completed forms can be placed in 
the yellow envelope in the Working Sacristy or dropped off at the 
parish office. Thank you.

Remembrance Day 11 November 

Rosary
In the church

Weekdays - 8.30am
Friday Nights - 6.30pm

All are warmly welcome next 
Saturday, 7th December, at 
10:30am
Mass is offered regularly at OLQP 
on the First Saturday of each month 
(except January) 

OLQP Carols 2025 
Saturday 6th December
5pm Mass
6pm BBQ in the hospitality 
area followed by carols in the 
church from 6.30pm to 8pm.
All are welcome.

MET Natural Fertility
Are you looking for help to track your fertility cycle? Come and 
explore a Natural, Effective, Healthy and Scientific approach to 
achieve, space/avoid pregnancy or monitor women’s health. Engaged 
and married couples, single women, and those wanting to know more 
about their menstrual cycles are welcome to attend. If you’d like to 
learn the Creighton Model FertilityCare System https://fccau.org/  this 
free session is valued at $125 and gives you all the information you 
need to be ready for Session 2. To register or for more information 
visit parracatholic.org/natural-fertility

This week we celebrate
28th Wednesday Sts Simon and Jude, apostles

Is your Safeguarding up to date?
All Clergy, employees and volunteers in parish ministry are required by 
the NSW Children’s Guardian Act 2019 to be current and complete 
their Safeguarding Training every 2 years. This is different to a 
Working with Children’s Check (WWCC).
Check with the Parish Office to see when you are due to update your 
Safeguarding Training or refer to the points below.

→ If you are new to Ministry or have not yet completed any 
Safeguarding training, you need to complete the Introductory 
Modules 1 to 3 (Cycle 1) & Sign the Acknowledgement of Code of 
Conduct Form.

→ If you completed Modules 1-3 in 2024 or earlier. You are now due 
to complete Modules 4 & 5 (Cycle 2)

→ If you completed Modules 4 & 5 in 2024 or earlier. You are now 
due to complete the Refresher Module 6 (Cycle 3)

Safeguarding Training Modules can be completed online at: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 

Or contact the parish office at: parishoffice@olqp.org.au or phone: 
9631 8135

WANTED
Helpers to assist SRE catechists in the classroom.  

We need help on: Wednesdays at 2.30 p.m.
If you can assist with this class, please contact the Parish Office  
Ph: 9631 8135 / Email: parishoffice@olqp.org.au

This week we celebrate
2nd Monday The COMMEMORATION of ALL the FAITHFUL DEPARTED

4th Wednesday St Charles Borromeo, bishop

Gardens can be where we feel the 
caress of God, but they can also be 
where we use a lot of our household 
water.  Suggestions to reduce water 
usage include:

Add compost or good potting mix into the soil as this will help hold 
moisture for longer
Using water saving granules or equivalent, especially in pots
Use pots made of glazed ceramic rather than terracotta because 
water evaporates through the sides of terracotta
Don’t use coir fibre liners as hanging baskets as these really lose 
moisture
Use larger pots as these hold more soil and moisture, which keeps 
roots damp much longer than small pots

For those doing the HSC…
May God give them His embrace of peace, calm and 
focus throughout this time.

Carols 2026 – Volunteers needed
We are looking for a few ‘new’ volunteers to join our 
Carols committee to take part in the rewarding 
experience of helping to plan and run this year’s Carols. 
Please contact the parish office for more information.
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http://www.facebook.com/OLQPGreystanes

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

