
SAFEGUARDING the young and vulnerable is a priority at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish.

12th July 2026
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year A

When the Rain Falls… 
There is an old saying among farmers: “You do not wait until 
the harvest to thank the rain; you thank it when it begins to 
fall.” They know that every season of growth begins quietly, 
with gentle rain soaking the earth.

Long before the fields turn green, before the crops begin to 
sway in the breeze, and before the harvest fills the barns, the 
rain has already done its hidden work. It disappears into the 
soil, unseen, yet everything depends on it.

The prophet Isaiah offers us this same beautiful image in this 
Sunday's First Reading: "As the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth... so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty." (Isaiah 55:10–11)

Rain comes without fanfare. It falls quietly, often unnoticed, 
yet it transforms everything it touches. Dry ground becomes 
fertile. Sleeping seeds awaken. New life begins.

So too with the Word of God. It comes gently into our lives—
in the quiet moments of prayer, in the Scriptures proclaimed 
at Mass, in the kindness of another person, and in the whisper 
of the Holy Spirit. We may not notice its effect immediately, 
but God's Word is always accomplishing His purpose. It brings 
hope where there is discouragement, healing where there is 
pain, and strength where there is weakness.

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells the familiar parable of the sower. 
The sower scatters seed generously across every kind of 
ground. Some falls on the path, some on rocky places, some 
among thorns, and some on rich soil. The remarkable thing is 
not only the different kinds of soil, but the generosity of the 
sower. He never stops sowing. He never gives up. Such is the 
heart of God. He continues to sow His grace into every human 
heart, trusting that, in time, His Word will find fertile ground.

Perhaps that is the invitation for each of us this Sunday. 
Before asking how much fruit we are producing, we might first 
ask whether we are allowing God's Word to reach the soil of 
our hearts.

WINTER EMBRACE:
Please place all donations into the baskets located 
in the main entrance of the church or the parish 
office.  Thank you for helping make a difference to 
a child's life.

1. A4 size Exercise Books (96 pages or 120 pages) 
2. Coloured Pencils
3. Texta Colours
4. Pens (blue, black and red)
5. HB Lead Pencils, Sharpeners
6. Erasers and Rulers 
7. Pencil Cases
8. Sticker Sheets
9. etc

Is your Safeguarding up to date?
All Clergy, employees and volunteers in parish ministry are required by the NSW Children’s Guardian Act 2019 to be current 
and complete their Safeguarding Training every 2 years. This is different to a Working with Children’s Check (WWCC).
Check with the Parish Office to see when you are due to update your Safeguarding Training or refer to the points below.

→ If you are new to Ministry or have not yet completed any Safeguarding training, you need to complete the Introductory 
Modules 1 to 3 (Cycle 1) & Signe the Acknowledgement of Code of Conduct Form.

→ If you completed Modules 1-3 in 2024 or earlier. You are now due to complete Modules 4 & 5 (Cycle 2)

→ If you completed Modules 4 & 5 in 2024 or earlier. You are now due to complete the Refresher Module 6 (Cycle 3)

Safeguarding Training Modules can be completed online at: https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 

Onsite Face-to-Face Mandatory Training will be available on the 19th September at OLQP for Modules 4 & 5 (Cycle 2)
Please register at:

https://parracatholic.org/events/mandatory-safeguarding-training-cycle-2-modules-4-5-19-september/

Or contact the parish office at: parishoffice@olqp.org.au or phone: 9631 8135

In the rush of daily life, surrounded by countless voices 
competing for our attention, have we made room for the 
voice of God? Have we allowed His Word to soften what has 
become hard, refresh what has grown weary, and awaken the 
seeds of faith that have long lain dormant within us?

Every Eucharist is heaven's gentle rain. Every Scripture 
proclaimed is a seed of eternal life. Every "Amen" we speak is 
another opening of the heart. Though we may not always see 
it, the hidden work of grace has already begun. Beneath the 
surface, hope is taking root. Love is reaching toward the light. 
Faith is quietly growing.

God's Word never returns empty. Where it is welcomed, 
hearts are renewed. Where it is trusted, lives are transformed. 
Where it is lived, families are strengthened, communities are 
renewed, and the Kingdom of God quietly begins to blossom.

As we gather around the Lord's table this Sunday, may we 
receive His Word as the earth receives the rain—with 
gratitude, openness, and trust. For the God who sends the 
rain also brings the harvest. The Word He plants in us today 
will, in His own perfect time, bear fruit beyond all that we can 
ask or imagine.

Fr Sebastian CMI

WINTER EMBRACE THANKSGIVING
To all of our parishioners who have given so kindly to the children of Sri Lanka. 
Know that there are many real lives, real young people, who simply would not 
be getting basic school resources for the year ahead if you had not done what 
you have done! The response from the parish has been simply wonderful and 
life changing. The funds given will be transferred in coming days – and the 
goods will ship a little later following the big job of sorting and gift packing, as 
our goods are linked with the goods of a few other faith communities in this 
work. May God bless the organising leadership of this great work, which is aptly 
named ‘Network Heaven’. Let’s also give humble thanks for our other parish 
Winter Embrace efforts that will make a beautiful difference ahead in the work 
of Catholic Mission, Jesuit Refugee Service and St Vincent de Paul! 
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Let us pray…
FOR OUR SICK, that they will be nourished with hope & recognise the loving presence of God in their lives.
Chantel Adrien, Elie Aboumelhem, Mary Anjoul, Rita Attard, Amara Bewert, Ellen Boissett, Frank Borg, Haryono Budiono, Ann Bugaya, 
Karl Croning, Charlie D’Anastas, Kathleen Davies, Jeanette Dib, Nerida Fabri, Gabrielle Farfus, Delina Galea, Dorothy Gatt, Mary Ghantous, 
Kay Jaunais, Margaret Jones, Rachel Karbic, Tulla Kavich, Patrick Kelly, Tyler Kenedy, Peter Kennedy, Maxine Kroebel, Michelle Makin, 
Joyce Mifsud, Elsie Moran, Joseph Moses, Alex Noble, Martin Portelli, Benjie Santiago,  Barbara Stanton, Carmel Thompson, Cathy Vella, 
Eddie Vella, Joe Vella,Sue Watters, Gerard Watts, Grace Widjaya, Maureen Zarb , Joseph Zerafa, Melissa Zerafa, Muna Zora

FOR DEATH ANNIVERSARIES, that they now know the fullness of life & delight in God - may they pray for our active 
purpose in God’s Mission
John Cilia, Mario Deojee, Andrea Ignacio, Paolo Longo

FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED, may our Lord embrace them with unimaginable joy & bless those who grieve with 
the power of hope. Funeral details are correct at time of print, but it’s best to not make this your only source.
Alfred Agius

Music Workshop on The Importance 

of Copyright
Copyright can be tricky to navigate. Come on 23rd June or 
21st July to the Bishop Bede Heather Centre and learn all 
about your requirements for reporting music used at 
Mass, the different types of copyright licensing available, 
and much more. This workshop will be led by MET Music 
Formation Facilitator Eric Grella. Be sure to bring along 
any questions you might have. 
Register parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=office-
for-worship

Rosary Workshops
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying in 
hospitals across our Diocese. There are multiple workshops 
available:

18 July – Our Lady of the Rosary, Parish, Kellyville @ 10.30am
21 July – Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown @ 7pm
20 August– Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown @ 7pm

Cost: $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). 

To register and for more information, please visit 
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops or ofw@parracatholic.org 
or 0460 037 795.New Choir Members Always 

Welcome
If you’d like to join the Parish choir, please contact the 
Parish Office.

We meet on a Monday night at 7:30pm in the church 
(not all year round). Please contact the Parish Office to 
check.

Christ’s Catholic Community
Come and join us in understanding the Gospels more 
deeply. Fridays at 10am in the Youth room. 

Contact: Mary Testa 0403 302 283

Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
Monday 15 June @ 10:30am

 “Day in the Buskett” with traditional m/tea.

Members & Friends always welcome.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP Mb: 0414 863 123

OLQP Men’s Group 
Saturday 13th June in the St George Preca Centre.

Time: BBQ Breakfast from 7.45am, Discussion starts 
8.15am SHARP.

Speaker: Charbel Raish of Parousia Media

Topic: My Pathway back to God – An inspirational 
testimony of being led back to the Catholic Faith.

All men over 18+ welcome.

For more info contact Nicky on 0403 124 345

Emmaus Prayer Community
Join us for Worship, Prayer and talk on "I can do all 
things in Christ who strengthens me" Sunday 22 
March at 2:30pm in the St. George Preca Centre.

Come and be uplifted, encouraged and empowered by 
the Word of God and grow deeper in your spiritual 
journey this Lent.

All Welcome. Enquiries Desirée 0478 765 772

SRE (scripture teachers) 
We currently need a SRE teacher for Tuesdays at 
10.30am at a local public school. If you are able to 
assist, or would like further information, please 
contact Patricia Shaw 9631 8135.

Maltese Welfare (NSW)
Speaker: Marie Louise Muscat

Topic: Moving into Aged Care

When: Thursday 4 April, 10.30am to 11.45am

Where: La Valette Social Centre, 175 Walters Rd 
Blacktown.

All Welcome. 

More details phone 9631 9095  or 0404 462 344

Cenacle Prayer Group
We are a Marian Movement of the Priests. 

All are welcome to join us for the Cenacle Rosary after 
the Friday 9.15am Mass in the Church.

Did you know...
Pope Saint John Paul II is noted as stating strongly that 
the greatest poverty is the ‘inability of joy’.

• As we celebrate the gift of the Spirit this Pentecost, 
we might ask ourselves: to whom could I bring joy at 
this time?  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta offers advice and assistance regarding 
marriage annulments and dissolution of marriages. 
Interviews are preferably conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews in special circumstances.

Please contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

High School Aged Youth Group
All Welcome to THIS SUNDAY’S, 5th JULY, Gathering.

-Straight after 6pm Mass until 8.30pm – Food included

Parent/Guardian please come in person to pick up the 
explanation and guideline details the first time your 
son/daughter attends

- 1st Sunday nights of the month during School Terms

Got your wedding plans under control?
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter 
provides you with deeper insights into each other and into 
married life. We give you a chance to spend time together to 
strengthen and enrich your relationship.

For further information visit our web site: 
www.engagedencounter.org.au  Choose any of the coming 
Weekends: Aug 8-9, Nov 14-15, Feb 13-14

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, 

Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every Thursday 
from 11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. Areas covered 
include Family Law, Care and Protection, Local Court 
matters, Wills and Estates, and Traffic Offences. Bookings are 
recommended – call 8843 2500. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Cumberland Community Prayer Dinner
Join us as we pray for our Community.

7pm, Tuesday 25 August 2026, Merrylands RSL Swan Room.

Guest Speaker: Jude Simion, Founder & Executive Director of 
Philoi Global Ltd

Tickets $55 pp, includes a two-course meal & soft drinks

RSVP & dietary requirements by August 12

More info: www.cumberlandchurches.org/prayer-dinner

Please contact the parish office if interested.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Enrol at www.olqp.org.au

As a parish team we look forward to supporting you however 
we are able, as you prepare and guide your children in the 
next steps of their sacramental lives of faith. Enrolment is 
open for the Sacrament of Confirmation for children in Year 6 
and above. 

Visit www.olqp.org.au for dates and to complete the 
enrolment form:

Email: sacraments @olqp.org.au Phone: 9631 8135

Celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of 

the Cross MacKillop
Join the Sisters of Saint Joseph and Mary MacKillop Place as 
we celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
on Saturday 8 August.

Make a pilgrimage to Mary's tomb, spend time in prayer in 
the Chapel, and celebrate the Eucharist with us at one of 
our Feast Day Masses:

• 8:00am & 6:00pm – Chapel

• 10:00am & 1:00pm – Glen Roy Green (outdoors)

The 10:00am and 1:00pm Masses will be AusLan 
interpreted, and the 10:00am Mass will be livestreamed for 
those unable to attend in person.

For the full Feast Day program, information and more: 
Visit www.marymackillopplace.org.au or contact 
ministries@mmp.org.au.

Australian Ignatian Trail
Step aside from the busyness of everyday life and enter a 
pilgrimage of prayer, reflection, and holy listening. Notice 
God's presence in nature, in your companions, and within 
yourself. 

With time each day for silence, reflection, and spiritual 
conversation, this unique camino-style experience of 
Ignatian Spirituality offers space to discern, renew, and 
deepen your relationship with God.

Over 4 walking days and 6 nights finishing in Sevenhill SA.

Tuesday afternoon 13 October 2026 – Monday morning 19 
October 2026

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 17 JULY

Visit: https://jisa.org.au/retreat/australian-ignatian-trail-
2/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&ut
m_content=Applications%20closing%20soon%20for%20th
e%20Australian%20Ignatian%20Trail&utm_campaign=Singl
e%20Retreat%20AIT%20New%20Date%20%28Copy%29

Homecoming Silent Retreat
28th – 30th August, Carmel House, Varroville.

“His father saw him, ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him.” Lk 15: 20. 

Your heavenly Father waits for you to come away with him for 
a weekend of silently soaking in his great love for you. 
Embrace this opportunity for encountering deep peace and 
serenity. 

This retreat is for men and women aged 18+. Hosted by the 
MGL Sisters. 

Choose from a weekend retreat or extend your time with a 5 
day retreat option. w/e: https://www.trybooking.com/DIDBK 
extended: https://www.trybooking.com/DIDBU
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NICKY TURANO 
Honest, Reliable and
Determined to Find a 

Solution for YOU.

• · Home Loans

• · First Home Buyers

• · Business Loans

• · Vehicle Finances

• · Self-Managed 

   Super Fund Loans

• · Tax Debt 

• · Retirement Loans

 0403 124 345 |  nickyt@qedfinance.com.au 

www.qedfinance.com.au

GFP
GO FREE PHYSIOTHERAPY
Over 30 yrs experience
Mobile service offered.

Theresa Madry
(m) 0417 497 534
BSc Grad Dip PHTY MAPA CMP
Musculoskeletal Physiotherapist

Expertise
Neck, Lower back, 

Spinal
Joint pain, Jaw Pain

Migraine/headaches
Post-surgical rehab

Sporting Injuries



Mass Times 
Monday - 9:15am  
Tuesday - 9:15am 
Wednesday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Thursday - 9:15am
Friday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Saturday - 9:15am (except January
      - Vigil 5:00pm (live streamed)  
Sunday - 7:00am | 8:30am | 10:30am | 6:00pm 

Mass for Peace - all welcome - followed by 
Anointing of the Sick - 1st Saturdays 9:15am 
(except January)

Memorial Mass -  all welcome - and offered for 

recent losses and 1st/2nd anniversaries - 2nd 
Saturdays 9:15am

Reconciliation: 
Saturday - 4:00pm  - 4.45pm 

Please join us via Facebook or Website, 
olqp.org.au, every Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Rosary in the church: 
Weekdays at 8:30am & Friday nights at 6:30pm 

ZOOM option available Friday night for those who 
cannot travel to the church for rosary.
Meeting ID: 896 7944 2594 | Passcode: rosary

Next Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading

Wisdom
12:13, 16-19

2nd Reading
Romans
8:26-27

Gospel
Matthew
13:24-43

This Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading

Isaiah
55:10-11

2nd Reading
Romans
8:18-23

Gospel
Matthew
13:1-23

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every Thursday from 
11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. Areas covered include Family 
Law, Care and Protection, Local Court matters, Wills and Estates, and 
Traffic Offences. Bookings are recommended – call 8843 2500. 
Walk-ins are also welcome.

Bethany Pilgrimage for Women: 29 August
The theme for 2026 is “Totus Tuus” (“Totally Yours”). There will be a 
decade of the rosary, reflection and personal prayer at each church. 
Adoration and Confession will be available at times also. This event is 
perfect for active women who would like to spend a day in prayer 
whilst pushing themselves physically in order to pray for themselves 
or family. Water, snacks and light lunch provided. 

Registration at: www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1569560 

Cost: $20 

For more info call Victoria on 0494173359 or email 
bethanypilgrimage@gmail.com

This week we celebrate
15th Wednesday St Bonaventure, bishop, doctor

Attention Church Ministers
SEPTEMBER Ministry Roster IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

Please check your emails (including junk / spam) alternatively, a copy 
can be found in the sacristy and the foyer section of the church.  

If you plan to be away in October, please let us know no later than 
20  September.

Lost Property
Please look in the main entry area of the church (Narthex) near the 
Lost Property Sign.  

For valuables, please call the parish office on 9631 8135. 

Attention Liturgical Ministers
A reminder to all Liturgical Ministers to please complete the Roster 
Availability Form regarding your availability for Christmas, 
December, January and February. Completed forms can be placed in 
the yellow envelope in the Working Sacristy or dropped off at the 
parish office. Thank you.

MET Natural Fertility Seminar
Introductory Session for Couples Hoping to 
Conceive.

Hear about Restorative Reproductive Medicine and 
natural methods of achieving pregnancy www.fccau.org 
on Wednesday 8 July 7-8pm via Teams (online). 

This session is of particular interest to couples that are 
trying to conceive a child where they may have infertility 
issues and are seeking medical intervention to help 
them. 

To register visit parracatholic.org/natural-fertility 

Positions vacant
• Parish Secretary - St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta
• Housekeeper Supervisor – Holy Spirit Seminary
• Sacramental Coordinator – St Nicholas of Mya 

Parish, Penrith
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobsMass of the Angels 

Tuesday 11th November, 7pm.
Have you known the loss of a child in pregnancy or 
during early or older life? AND / OR: Would you like to 
reach out and bring a friend (of any faith background) 
who carries such a story? All are welcome to share in 
the comfort, care and prayer of the Mass of the Angels 
here in the church.  

Remembrance Day 11 November 

Rosary
In the church

Weekdays - 8.30am
Friday Nights - 7.30pm

All are warmly welcome next 
Saturday, 7th December, at 
10:30am
Mass is offered regularly at OLQP 
on the First Saturday of each month 
(except January) 

OLQP Carols 2025 
Saturday 6th December
5pm Mass
6pm BBQ in the hospitality 
area followed by carols in the 
church from 6.30pm to 8pm.
All are welcome.

Pope Leo Says...
 I share the desire of my beloved predecessor (Pope 

Francis) that ….

Ministry of Welcome
In the spirit of our welcoming community, we would like to grow 
the ministry of Welcome at our Masses. This ministry involves 
greeters, the friendly faces who are the first point of contact for 
everyone entering our church.
Do you have a warm smile and a welcoming heart? Consider 
becoming a Greeter! 
Enquires to: Lisa on 9631 8135 or email lisa.bright@olqp.org.au

OLQP Bereavement Team
We are a group of caring parishioners from Our Lady Queen of 
Peace.
Our ministry is not a counselling service, but offers support, 
comfort and care shortly after the loss of a loved one.
At your request, we can join you in your home for prayer, a 
chat or simply a listening ear.
We also keep in touch via phone calls and cards shortly after 
your loss, and on significant days in the first year without your 
loved one, such as first birthday, first anniversary, first 
Christmas.
You are also invited to the Parish Memorial Mass and All Souls 
Day Mass.
The Bereavement Team can be contacted via the Parish Office 
on 9631 8135.

Adult Confirmation
The Office for Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation Day for 
those candidates (16+) interested in receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation this year. Held on Saturday 29 August, 9.30am – 
2.00pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. A light lunch will 
be provided. It is recommended that all sponsors attend the 
catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is suggested from the 
candidates to assist in covering the Catechesis Day.

The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 1 September 2026 at 
7:30pm at the St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Please Note: 
Enrolment forms and a copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent 
to OFW before Monday 18 August 2026. For more information, 
please contact the Office for Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or 
0460 037 795.
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