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When the Rain Falls...

There is an old saying among farmers: “You do not wait until
the harvest to thank the rain; you thank it when it begins to
fall.” They know that every season of growth begins quietly,
with gentle rain soaking the earth.

Long before the fields turn green, before the crops begin to
sway in the breeze, and before the harvest fills the barns, the
rain has already done its hidden work. It disappears into the
soil, unseen, yet everything depends on it.

The prophet Isaiah offers us this same beautiful image in this
Sunday's First Reading: "As the rain and the snow come down
from heaven and do not return there until they have watered
the earth... so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty." (Isaiah 55:10-11)

Rain comes without fanfare. It falls quietly, often unnoticed,
yet it transforms everything it touches. Dry ground becomes
fertile. Sleeping seeds awaken. New life begins.

So too with the Word of God. It comes gently into our lives—
in the quiet moments of prayer, in the Scriptures proclaimed
at Mass, in the kindness of another person, and in the whisper
of the Holy Spirit. We may not notice its effect immediately,
but God's Word is always accomplishing His purpose. It brings
hope where there is discouragement, healing where there is
pain, and strength where there is weakness.

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells the familiar parable of the sower.
The sower scatters seed generously across every kind of
ground. Some falls on the path, some on rocky places, some
among thorns, and some on rich soil. The remarkable thing is
not only the different kinds of soil, but the generosity of the
sower. He never stops sowing. He never gives up. Such is the
heart of God. He continues to sow His grace into every human
heart, trusting that, in time, His Word will find fertile ground.

Perhaps that is the invitation for each of us this Sunday.
Before asking how much fruit we are producing, we might first
ask whether we are allowing God's Word to reach the soil of
our hearts.
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In the rush of daily life, surrounded by countless voices
competing for our attention, have we made room for the
voice of God? Have we allowed His Word to soften what has
become hard, refresh what has grown weary, and awaken the
seeds of faith that have long lain dormant within us?

Every Eucharist is heaven's gentle rain. Every Scripture
proclaimed is a seed of eternal life. Every "Amen" we speak is
another opening of the heart. Though we may not always see
it, the hidden work of grace has already begun. Beneath the
surface, hope is taking root. Love is reaching toward the light.
Faith is quietly growing.

God's Word never returns empty. Where it is welcomed,
hearts are renewed. Where it is trusted, lives are transformed.
Where it is lived, families are strengthened, communities are
renewed, and the Kingdom of God quietly begins to blossom.

As we gather around the Lord's table this Sunday, may we
receive His Word as the earth receives the rain—with
gratitude, openness, and trust. For the God who sends the
rain also brings the harvest. The Word He plants in us today
will, in His own perfect time, bear fruit beyond all that we can
ask or imagine.

Fr Sebastian CMI

WINTER EMBRACE THANKSGIVING

Y Toall of our parishioners who have given so kindly to the children of Sri Lanka.
,' Know that there are many real lives, real young people, who simply would not
= be getting basic school resources for the year ahead if you had not done what
i you have done! The response from the parish has been simply wonderful and
life changing. The funds given will be transferred in coming days — and the
goods will ship a little later following the big job of sorting and gift packing, as
our goods are linked with the goods of a few other faith communities in this
. work. May God bless the organising leadership of this great work, which is aptly
& named ‘Network Heaven'. Let’s also give humble thanks for our other parish
4€ Winter Embrace efforts that will make a beautiful difference ahead in the work
' of Catholic Mission, Jesuit Refugee Service and St Vincent de Paul!




Faith B4U...

Sacrament of Confirmation
Enrol at www.olgp.org.au

As a parish team we look forward to supporting you however
we are able, as you prepare and guide your children in the
next steps of their sacramental lives of faith. Enrolment is
open for the Sacrament of Confirmation for children in Year 6
and above.

Visit www.olgp.org.au for dates and to complete the
enrolment form:

Email: sacraments @olgp.org.au Phone: 9631 8135

Cumberland Community Prayer Dinner
Join us as we pray for our Community.

7pm, Tuesday 25 August 2026, Merrylands RSL Swan Room.

Guest Speaker: Jude Simion, Founder & Executive Director of
Philoi Global Ltd

Tickets S55 pp, includes a two-course meal & soft drinks
RSVP & dietary requirements by August 12

More info: www.cumberlandchurches.org/prayer-dinner

Please contact the parish office if interested.

Homecoming Silent Retreat
28th — 30t August, Carmel House, Varroville.

“His father saw him, ran to his son, threw his arms around him
and kissed him.” Lk 15: 20.

Your heavenly Father waits for you to come away with him for
a weekend of silently soaking in his great love for you.
Embrace this opportunity for encountering deep peace and
serenity.

This retreat is for men and women aged 18+. Hosted by the
MGL Sisters.

Choose from a weekend retreat or extend your time with a 5
day retreat option. w/e: https://www.trybooking.com/DIDBK
extended: https://www.trybooking.com/DIDBU

Let us pray...

Celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of
the Cross MacKillop

Join the Sisters of Saint Joseph and Mary MacKillop Place as
we celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop
on Saturday 8 August.

Make a pilgrimage to Mary's tomb, spend time in prayer in
the Chapel, and celebrate the Eucharist with us at one of
our Feast Day Masses:

. 8:00am & 6:00pm — Chapel
. 10:00am & 1:00pm — Glen Roy Green (outdoors)

The 10:00am and 1:000m Masses will be Auslan
interpreted, and the 10:00am Mass will be livestreamed for
those unable to attend in person.

For the full Feast Day program, information and more:
Visit www.marymackillopplace.org.au or contact
ministries@mmp.org.au.

Australian Ignatian Trail

Step aside from the busyness of everyday life and enter a
pilgrimage of prayer, reflection, and holy listening. Notice
God's presence in nature, in your companions, and within
yourself.

With time each day for silence, reflection, and spiritual
conversation, this unique camino-style experience of
Ignatian Spirituality offers space to discern, renew, and
deepen your relationship with God.

Over 4 walking days and 6 nights finishing in Sevenhill SA.

Tuesday afternoon 13 October 2026 — Monday morning 19
October 2026

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 17 JULY

Visit:  https://jisa.org.au/retreat/australian-ignatian-trail-
2/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&ut
m_content=Applications%20closing%20soon%20for%20th
e%20Australian%20Ignatian%20Trail&utm_campaign=Singl
€%20Retreat%20AIT%20New%20Date%20%28Copy%29

FOR OUR SICK, that they will be nourished with hope & recognise the loving presence of God in their lives.

Chantel Adrien, Elie Aboumelhem, Mary Anjoul, Rita Attard, Amara Bewert, Ellen Boissett, Frank Borg, Haryono Budiono, Ann Bugaya,
Karl Croning, Charlie D’Anastas, Kathleen Davies, Jeanette Dib, Nerida Fabri, Gabrielle Farfus, Delina Galea, Dorothy Gatt, Mary Ghantous,
Kay Jaunais, Margaret Jones, Rachel Karbic, Tulla Kavich, Patrick Kelly, Tyler Kenedy, Peter Kennedy, Maxine Kroebel, Michelle Makin,

Joyce Mifsud, Elsie Moran, Joseph Moses, Alex Noble, Martin Portelli,

Benjie Santiago, Barbara Stanton, Carmel Thompson, Cathy Vella,

Eddie Vella, Joe Vella,Sue Watters, Gerard Watts, Grace Widjaya, Maureen Zarb , Joseph Zerafa, Melissa Zerafa, Muna Zora

FOR DEATH ANNIVERSARIES, that they now know the fullness of life & delight in God - may they pray for our active
purpose in God’s Mission

John Cilia, Mario Deojee, Andrea Ignacio, Paolo Longo
FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED, may our Lord embrace them with unimaginable joy & bless those who grieve with

the power of hope. Funeral details are correct at time of print, but it’s best to not make this your only source.
Alfred Agius
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Our sponsors...

Pleaze understand that whilst OLOP Patsh allowe asdvertizing, it cannot tak e responsikility or the advertizements, services advertized or ©or any matters aising .

holyfamilyservices.com.au ¢ Call us: 9678 8200
e

finistry of the Sist%g‘;s‘;pf the Holy Family of Nazareth

Greystanes Physiotherapist
0411 830 942

144 Ringrose Avenug, Greystanes

Greystanes

Physiotherapy
and Sports
Injury Clinic

Joseph Felice( [}
SOLICITOR'G

Located in Toongabbie by appmntment

0413 193 283
Malte se Spoken and Specialising in:
Property Purchases and Sales
Commercial Leasing and Business Transfers
Wills, Probates and Estates

U
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AMESCORP

Granny Flats + Duplaxas +
SYDNEY | CENTRAL COAST | NEWCASTLE

New Homas » Commarcial

Power of Attorneys & Enduring Guardianships
 Home Loans

Q E D + - First Home Buyers

e - Business Loans

» - Vehicle Finances

+ - Self-Managed
Super Fund Loans

e - Tax Debt

¢ - Retirement Loans

NICKY TURANO

Honest, Reliable and
Determined to Find a

Solution for YOU.

Qe 0403124 345| ‘@ nickyt@gedfinance.com.au
www.gedfinance.com.au

VA Lpsﬁ%l;;s.ésﬁm

Joanne Vella-Ryd;zewski
0481 185 402
vallettafuneralsl@gmail com

10 Jane Street,
Blacktown NSW 2148

All Suburbs 24 hours

ot 3 ot it

Physiotherapy
Chiropractor
Speech Pathology
Occupational
Therapy
Psychology
Remedial Massage
Podiatry

Exercise Physiology
Behaviour Support
Optometry
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Hills Family Funerals @

“We understand the importance
of family and it shows in
everything that we do, a tradition of
care and concern”

24 Hour Care
Funeral Planning
Prepaid Funerals
Australian Owned & Family Operated

For Personal Attention please call
Richard Spiteri on 02 9659 0900
340 0ld Northern Road. Castle Hill
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Shop JTA. O Prespect Road. Greystanes NSW 2145

SCOTT GLEESON FUNERALS

9896 3299
info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
www.scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
2 Fennell Street, Parramatta NSW 2150

FIRST ACADEMY EARLY EPUCATION

Firgt
) Academy

’\ -
The Nide Paradice...

Accredited Pre School
Long day care centre

O-6& U‘rs.

Q 0413804066
firstacademy@optusnet.com.au 9863 2361

http://www.firstacademy.com.au

{

ADRIANO COLUCCIO
|

.‘» l i
Ph (02) 9604 9604

Owr Professional and caring stalf are svailable 24hry - 7 days a week

Head Office: Shop 1, 639 The Horsely Drive, Smithfield

Sutherland Shire Odfice: 134 Wyralla Road, Miranda

Inner West Office: Shop 2, 38.40 Ramsay Road, Five Dock

wwwacolucciofs com

PROFESSIONAL, EXPERIENCED & COMPASSIONATE FUNERAL DIRICTORS

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Licanse No: 207743C
Experienced and Reliable

PowerPoints Hot water systems
Sensor lights Smoke alarms
Ceiling fans Switchboard upgrades

Ovens & appliances Electrical repairs
Please call Tony
0414 822 086

))Eyecare

Why Dry/Watery eyes?

Have you had Meibomian Scan?

3 Memorial Ave Merrylands NSW 2160
02 9637 5047

GFP
GO FREE PHYSIOTHERAPY

Over 30 yrs experience

Mobile service offered. Expertise

Neck, Lower back,
Spinal
Joint pain, Jaw Pain

Theresa Madry

DO YOU NEED
SUPPORT

Gl

f////(('(//v('/// Fuenerals

Chris & Rhonda Malone are here to assist you
when you need it most with over 35 years
of experience in funerals across Sydney.
Catering for all nationalities and customs,
with a sincere respect in the community.
The utmost in attention is always important
for your loved one at a difficult time,

ll We can also provide pre-paid services for your

peace of mind & a no-obligation quote.

678 Brenan Street, Smithfield NSW 2164
Ph (02) 9727 0400
integfnl®bigpond.net.au

LICENSED PLUMBER  DRAINER  GASFITTER

PLUME NG
=

E. MAGRI PLUMBING SERVICES p1

Migraine/headaches
Post-surgical rehab
Sporting Injuries

4

LYy p——

STEPHEN MAGRI 0412 926 185
Licence No L11703 ABN 83 111970 024

e.magriplumbing@bigpond.com Ph/Fax:(02) 9625 3353

(m) 0417 497 534 Mobile:
BSc Grad Dip PHTY MAPA CMP

Musculoskeletal Physiotherapist

b\ Call us now
' éydney Parramatta | P. 02 8613 3022




Our Mission: To grow as a community in the likeness of Christ.

Adult Confirmation

The Office for Worship will host a Catechesis and Formation Day for
those candidates (16+) interested in receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation this year. Held on Saturday 29 August, 9.30am -—
2.00pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. A light lunch will
be provided. It is recommended that all sponsors attend the
catechesis day. A contribution of $40 is suggested from the
candidates to assist in covering the Catechesis Day.

The Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 1 September 2026 at
7:30pm at the St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Please Note:
Enrolment forms and a copy of Baptismal Certificates should be sent
to OFW before Monday 18 August 2026. For more information,
please contact the Office for Worship ofw@parracatholic.org or
0460 037 795.

- ‘mbfose Our Lady Queen of Peace,

Early Learning Greystanes

INFORMATION & OPEN VISIT

AMBROSE EARLY LEARNING
180 Old Prospect Road, Greystanes

» Explore our new learning spaces
* Hear information about our programs

* Learn how we support a smooth and
positive transition to school

* Opportunity for questions and discussion

SPEAKERS: Elyse Provost - Kindergarten Coordinator
=== Michael Hopley - Former School Principal

REGISTER HERE

www.ambrose.org.au

FEAST DAYS

This week we celebrate
15t Wednesday St Bonaventure, bishop, doctor

F: 96318135 | E: parishofficeg ﬂllllnlllm au

— =R =
Erergency Contact « ”'.'.'l.- fddr

Join us on...
§ www.facebook.com/OLOPGreystanes | OLOPGreystanesYouth | {:I!: www.olgp.org.au

Positions vacant

* Parish Secretary - St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta

* Housekeeper Supervisor — Holy Spirit Seminary

* Sacramental Coordinator — St Nicholas of Mya
Parish, Penrith

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

This Sunday’s Readings Next Sunday’s Readings
15t Reading 15t Reading
Isaiah Wisdom

55:10-11 12:13, 16-19
2" Reading 2nd Reading
Romans Romans
8:18-23 8:26-27
Gospel Gospel
Matthew Matthew
13:1-23 13:24-43

Mass Times
Monday - 9:15am
Tuesday - 9:15am
Wednesday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Thursday - 9:15am
Friday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Saturday - 9:15am (except January
- Vigil 5:00pm (live streamed)
Sunday - 7:00am | 8:30am | 10:30am | 6:00pm

Mass for Peace - all welcome - followed by
Anointing of the Sick - 1st Saturdays 9:15am
(except January)

Memorial Mass - all welcome - and offered for

recent losses and 1st/2nd anniversaries - 2nd
Saturdays 9:15am

Reconciliation:
Saturday - 4:00pm - 4.45pm

Please join us via Facebook or Website,
olgp.org.au, every Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Rosary in the church:
Weekdays at 8:30am & Friday nights at 6:30pm
ZOOM option available Friday night for those who

cannot travel to the church for rosary.
Meeting ID: 896 7944 2594 | Passcode: rosary

Parish Office hours: 3am - Tpm, 2pm - 4pm Monday to Friday

1451 198 Old Prospect Bd, G
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