
SAFEGUARDING the young and vulnerable is a priority at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish.

5th July 2026
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year A

The echoes of the ‘Holy Eucharist’ to us

Dear friends,

The other day I was watching a latest news coverage of the 
Venezuela earthquakes. The ABC journalist Kamin Gock was 
reporting from the region of La Guaira. As he walked along 
with a camera following him and no notes, I felt moved by his 
great balance of both thorough detail as well as deep 
sensitivity. Just as I was thinking that his voice stopped - and 
cracked - as his tears broke through to evidence the 
indescribable heartbreak of what he was witnessing. What a 
special man to allow his vulnerability to be part of his 
professionalism - and for that to be seen by the world. 

WINTER EMBRACE:
Please place all donations into the baskets located 
in the main entrance of the church or the parish 
office.  Thank you for helping make a difference to 
a child's life.

1. A4 size Exercise Books (96 pages or 120 pages) 
2. Coloured Pencils
3. Texta Colours
4. Pens (blue, black and red)
5. HB Lead Pencils, Sharpeners
6. Erasers and Rulers 
7. Pencil Cases
8. Sticker Sheets
9. etc

Is your Safeguarding up to date?
All Clergy, employees and volunteers in parish ministry are required by the NSW Children’s Guardian Act 2019 to be current 
and complete their Safeguarding Training every 2 years. This is different to a Working with Children’s Check (WWCC).
Check with the Parish Office to see when you are due to update your Safeguarding Training or refer to the points below.

→ If you are new to Ministry or have not yet completed any Safeguarding training, you need to complete the Introductory 
Modules 1 to 3 (Cycle 1) & Signe the Acknowledgement of Code of Conduct Form.

→ If you completed Modules 1-3 in 2024 or earlier. You are now due to complete Modules 4 & 5 (Cycle 2)

→ If you completed Modules 4 & 5 in 2024 or earlier. You are now due to complete the Refresher Module 6 (Cycle 3)

Safeguarding Training Modules can be completed online at: https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/ 

Onsite Face-to-Face Mandatory Training will be available on the 19th September at OLQP for Modules 4 & 5 (Cycle 2)
Please register at:

https://parracatholic.org/events/mandatory-safeguarding-training-cycle-2-modules-4-5-19-september/

Or contact the parish office at: parishoffice@olqp.org.au or phone: 9631 8135

Of course there are times and places for certain 
vulnerabilities. But that simple example of a media report 
illustrated what I once heard said, that; ‘when vulnerability 
meets vulnerability, there’s always strength’. In that instance, 
the journalist’s vulnerability and openness to the story of the 
other, tapped my vulnerability. It tapped my openness to 
considering once again what matters and what doesn’t. If I 
stop - and truly consider - what tonight might look like for so 
many fellow human beings in La Guaira, my own resilience is 
strengthened to put things in perspective – and my own faith 
is tapped to ask how I can make a difference for someone’s 
dignity this week - before having to know the answer to that.

In this spirit brothers and sisters, 
much thanksgiving for our gifts 
given that will be shared with the 
many children in Galle Diocese in 
Sri Lanka. We will conclude our 
Winter Embrace next weekend 
with a door collection for the St 
Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal - 
and a brief bit of story about the 
strivings and heart of our Vinnies 
members!

With friendship in God’s mission – Fr Paul

I was also moved by the picture shown on 
this page from La Guaira, Venezuela, of 
exhausted rescuers / volunteers, resting 
on a massive slab of a destroyed building. 
When one considers the sheer scale of the 
trauma, or of certain other problems of 
the world, it’s understandable that people 
ask; ‘what’s the use?’ A key co-worker I 
had in another parish used to say; 
‘nothing is wasted for the kingdom’ – an 
encouragement deeply attuned to our

Catholic Social Teaching and to the call of Jesus. In faith 
we can be strengthened by our belief that for God, the 
value of our lives isn’t about successful outcomes – but 
about the convictions of our hearts. Imagine Jesus one 
day saying to you, something like; ‘come and see what 
your heart and striving has produced for the kingdom 
that is now everlasting!’ 



Let us pray…
FOR OUR SICK, that they will be nourished with hope & recognise the loving presence of God in their lives.
Chantel Adrien, Elie Aboumelhem, Mary Anjoul, Rita Attard, Amara Bewert, Ellen Boissett, Frank Borg, Haryono Budiono, Ann Bugaya, 
Karl Croning, Kathleen Davies, Jeanette Dib, Nerida Fabri, Gabrielle Farfus, Delina Galea, Dorothy Gatt, Kay Jaunais, Margaret Jones, 
Rachel Karbic, Tulla Kavich, Patrick Kelly, Tyler Kenedy, Peter Kennedy, Maxine Kroebel, Michelle Makin, Joyce Mifsud, Elsie Moran, 
Joseph Moses, Alex Noble, Martin Portelli, Benjie Santiago,  Barbara Stanton, Carmel Thompson, Cathy Vella, Eddie Vella, Joe Vella,
Sue Watters, Gerard Watts, Grace Widjaya, Maureen Zarb , Joseph Zerafa, Melissa Zerafa, Muna Zora

FOR DEATH ANNIVERSARIES, that they now know the fullness of life & delight in God - may they pray for our active 
purpose in God’s Mission
Joseph Formosa, Tony Mercieca, Angela Patterson-Kane, Carmen Sammut, Carmen Tanti, Joseph Tanti

FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED, may our Lord embrace them with unimaginable joy & bless those who grieve with 
the power of hope. Funeral details are correct at time of print, but it’s best to not make this your only source.
Annunziata Cassisi, Ronald Hearn, Helena Lawrence, Nassim Raad, Wilhelmina (Willy) Van Derdeyl (Janmaat) 

Music Workshop on The Importance 

of Copyright
Copyright can be tricky to navigate. Come on 23rd June or 
21st July to the Bishop Bede Heather Centre and learn all 
about your requirements for reporting music used at 
Mass, the different types of copyright licensing available, 
and much more. This workshop will be led by MET Music 
Formation Facilitator Eric Grella. Be sure to bring along 
any questions you might have. 
Register parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=office-
for-worship

Rosary Workshops
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting 
rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying in 
hospitals across our Diocese. There are multiple workshops 
available:

18 July – Our Lady of the Rosary, Parish, Kellyville @ 10.30am
21 July – Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown @ 7pm
20 August– Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown @ 7pm

Cost: $5 per person – payable on arrival (includes all 
materials). 

To register and for more information, please visit 
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops or ofw@parracatholic.org 
or 0460 037 795.

New Choir Members Always 

Welcome
If you’d like to join the Parish choir, please contact the 
Parish Office.

We meet on a Monday night at 7:30pm in the church 
(not all year round). Please contact the Parish Office to 
check.

Christ’s Catholic Community
Come and join us in understanding the Gospels more 
deeply. Fridays at 10am in the Youth room. 

Contact: Mary Testa 0403 302 283

Greystanes Maltese Seniors 
Monday 15 June @ 10:30am

 “Day in the Buskett” with traditional m/tea.

Members & Friends always welcome.

Contact: Marisa Previtera OAM, JP Mb: 0414 863 123

OLQP Men’s Group 
Saturday 13th June in the St George Preca Centre.

Time: BBQ Breakfast from 7.45am, Discussion starts 
8.15am SHARP.

Speaker: Charbel Raish of Parousia Media

Topic: My Pathway back to God – An inspirational 
testimony of being led back to the Catholic Faith.

All men over 18+ welcome.

For more info contact Nicky on 0403 124 345

Emmaus Prayer Community
Join us for Worship, Prayer and talk on "I can do all 
things in Christ who strengthens me" Sunday 22 
March at 2:30pm in the St. George Preca Centre.

Come and be uplifted, encouraged and empowered by 
the Word of God and grow deeper in your spiritual 
journey this Lent.

All Welcome. Enquiries Desirée 0478 765 772

SRE (scripture teachers) 
We currently need a SRE teacher for Tuesdays at 
10.30am at a local public school. If you are able to 
assist, or would like further information, please 
contact Patricia Shaw 9631 8135.

Maltese Welfare (NSW)
Speaker: Marie Louise Muscat

Topic: Moving into Aged Care

When: Thursday 4 April, 10.30am to 11.45am

Where: La Valette Social Centre, 175 Walters Rd 
Blacktown.

All Welcome. 

More details phone 9631 9095  or 0404 462 344

Cenacle Prayer Group
We are a Marian Movement of the Priests. 

All are welcome to join us for the Cenacle Rosary after 
the Friday 9.15am Mass in the Church.

Did you know...
Pope Saint John Paul II is noted as stating strongly that 
the greatest poverty is the ‘inability of joy’.

• As we celebrate the gift of the Spirit this Pentecost, 
we might ask ourselves: to whom could I bring joy at 
this time?  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta offers advice and assistance regarding 
marriage annulments and dissolution of marriages. 
Interviews are preferably conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews in special circumstances.

Please contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

High School Aged Youth Group
All Welcome to THIS SUNDAY’S, 5th JULY, Gathering.

-Straight after 6pm Mass until 8.30pm – Food included

Parent/Guardian please come in person to pick up the 
explanation and guideline details the first time your 
son/daughter attends

- 1st Sunday nights of the month during School Terms

Schoenstatt Sisters
Come & See: 10 – 12 July

A live-in experience for young women with the Schoenstatt 
Sisters of Mary. This will weekend dedicated to prayer and 
reflection where young women can experience and learn more 
about the community by working and praying with the sisters. 
Details and expressions of interest to Sr M Olivia at 
sister.m.olivia@gmail.com or 0473 201 525.

PMA Reflection Day: 11 July

Under the theme of Mary our Mother and Queen this 
reflection day is open to everyone and will include Holy Mass, 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Benediction, talks, prayer and 
fellowship. From 9 am to 3:30pm, $25 incl morning tea. Please 
bring along your Pilgrim Mother Shrines and a plate to share 
for lunch. Contact Edna Aldana 0403 160 584 or Sr M Rita 
0493 026 628.

Shrine Time-Winter Special: 12 July

Holy Hour for youth and young adults at the Shrine followed 
by a fellowship with bonfire, hot chocolate & marshmallows 
from 7-8pm. Contact Sr M Rita at srrita@schoenstatt.org.au or 
0493 026 628.

Girls Day Out at the Shrine: 14 & 15 July

A fun day out during the school holidays. The day will include 
games, discussions, rosary bushwalk, singing and more. limited 
spaces so please register to Sr M Rita at 
srrita@schoenstatt.org.au or 0493 026 628.

Got your wedding plans under control?
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter 
provides you with deeper insights into each other and into 
married life. We give you a chance to spend time together to 
strengthen and enrich your relationship.

For further information visit our web site: 
www.engagedencounter.org.au  Choose any of the coming 
Weekends: Aug 8-9, Nov 14-15, Feb 13-14

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, 

Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every Thursday 
from 11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. Areas covered 
include Family Law, Care and Protection, Local Court 
matters, Wills and Estates, and Traffic Offences. Bookings are 
recommended – call 8843 2500. Walk-ins are also welcome.



NICKY TURANO 
Honest, Reliable and
Determined to Find a 

Solution for YOU.

• · Home Loans

• · First Home Buyers

• · Business Loans

• · Vehicle Finances

• · Self-Managed 

   Super Fund Loans

• · Tax Debt 

• · Retirement Loans

 0403 124 345 |  nickyt@qedfinance.com.au 

www.qedfinance.com.au

Stressfree Management ®
Natural Health Clinic Greystanes

Get healthy
physically, mentally, emotionally

www.stressfreehealthmanagement.com

 Call now direct 0414680713



Mass Times 
Monday - 9:15am  
Tuesday - 9:15am 
Wednesday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Thursday - 9:15am
Friday - 6:30am | 9:15am
Saturday - 9:15am (except January
      - Vigil 5:00pm (live streamed)  
Sunday - 7:00am | 8:30am | 10:30am | 6:00pm 

Mass for Peace - all welcome - followed by 
Anointing of the Sick - 1st Saturdays 9:15am 
(except January)

Memorial Mass -  all welcome - and offered for 

recent losses and 1st/2nd anniversaries - 2nd 
Saturdays 9:15am

Reconciliation: 
Saturday - 4:00pm  - 4.45pm 

Please join us via Facebook or Website, 
olqp.org.au, every Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Rosary in the church: 
Weekdays at 8:30am & Friday nights at 6:30pm 

ZOOM option available Friday night for those who 
cannot travel to the church for rosary.
Meeting ID: 896 7944 2594 | Passcode: rosary

Next Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading

Isaiah
55:10-11

2nd Reading
Romans
8:18-23

Gospel
Matthew
13:1-23

This Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading
Zechariah

9:9-10

2nd Reading
Romans

8:9, 11-13

Gospel
Matthew
11:25-30

Free Legal Clinic – Catholic Care, Emerton
Catholic Care offers free weekly legal advice every Thursday from 
11am at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. Areas covered include Family 
Law, Care and Protection, Local Court matters, Wills and Estates, and 
Traffic Offences. Bookings are recommended – call 8843 2500. 
Walk-ins are also welcome.

Bethany Pilgrimage for Women: 29 August
The theme for 2026 is “Totus Tuus” (“Totally Yours”). There will be a 
decade of the rosary, reflection and personal prayer at each church. 
Adoration and Confession will be available at times also. This event is 
perfect for active women who would like to spend a day in prayer 
whilst pushing themselves physically in order to pray for themselves 
or family. Water, snacks and light lunch provided. 

Registration at: www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1569560 

Cost: $20 

For more info call Victoria on 0494173359 or email 
bethanypilgrimage@gmail.com

This week we celebrate
11th Saturday St Benedict, abbot

Australian Catholic Historical Society
Mgr John Boyle presents on the Cathedral Fire. 

The next event for the Australian Catholic Historical Society will be 
held in the crypt of Saint Patrick’s, Church Hill at 2:00 PM on Sunday 
19 July. The Topic: Parramatta Cathedral Fire. Presenter: Mgr John 
Boyle. Members, their guests, and visitors are most welcome and 
there is no charge. 

Details of the programme of the ACHS as well as resources on church 
history and YouTube videos are on the website 
https://australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au/

Attention Church Ministers
SEPTEMBER Ministry Roster IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

Please check your emails (including junk / spam) alternatively, a copy 
can be found in the sacristy and the foyer section of the church.  

If you plan to be away in October, please let us know no later than 
20  September.

Lost Property
Please look in the main entry area of the church (Narthex) near the 
Lost Property Sign.  

For valuables, please call the parish office on 9631 8135. 

Attention Liturgical Ministers
A reminder to all Liturgical Ministers to please complete the Roster 
Availability Form regarding your availability for Christmas, 
December, January and February. Completed forms can be placed in 
the yellow envelope in the Working Sacristy or dropped off at the 
parish office. Thank you.

MET Natural Fertility Seminar
Introductory Session for Couples Hoping to 
Conceive.

Hear about Restorative Reproductive Medicine and 
natural methods of achieving pregnancy www.fccau.org 
on Wednesday 8 July 7-8pm via Teams (online). 

This session is of particular interest to couples that are 
trying to conceive a child where they may have infertility 
issues and are seeking medical intervention to help 
them. 

To register visit parracatholic.org/natural-fertility 

Positions vacant
• Parish Secretary - St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta
• Housekeeper Supervisor – Holy Spirit Seminary
More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

St Lukes Marsden Park – Annual Dinner 

Dance
Join us for the St Luke’s Parish Dinner Dance on Saturday 25 July at 
7:00pm in the Performance Hall at St Luke’s Catholic College. This 
fundraising event will support Stage 2 of our church building 
project — the construction of our permanent church. 

Tickets are $120.00 each and are available from the St Luke’s 
parish office or online by clicking on this link: 
https://shorturl.at/bRUES or scanning this QR Code. 

For more information please call (02) 7261-0246 or 
email dinnerdance@stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

We are also offering FREE Child minding for 3 years old
and above for those attending the event.
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