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This week's reflection.

Mary, a young peasant woman, journeyed on foot over
rugged territory for days to visit he cousin Elizabeth.
The encounter of these two mothers-to-be —Mary and
Elizabeth— is one of much love and joy.

What makes this so powerful is that Mary and
Elizabeth choose to be joyful, despite the chaos
around them. It is a story of hope and a lesson for us
that we must be people of hope for others. Hope
enables us to see over our present problems to future
possibilities.

Pope Francis said: "Hope is what Mary, mother of God
sheltered in her heart during the darkest time in her
life, Good Friday afternoon to Easter Sunday morning.
That is hope : Mary had it and that hope has renewed
everything.

Every year we have Advent to remember and delight
in, that the Incarnation is the reality that God has
become one of us in the person of Jesus. God’s love for
us is given freely and without condition. We are
treasured beyond measure.

Jesus’ presence is felt in the kindness, love, forgiveness
and compassion of the people we encounter every
day. The goodness of other people and our own
goodness, reflect the goodness of Jesus.

This Advent/Christmas season, may we become agents
of peace and justice, of encouragement, forgiveness,
hope and light for all those we encounter.

How do we recognise the presence of God?
How do we make Jesus present?
The Life and Faith Team

Christmas Eve (24th December)
6pm
8.30pm

Midnight
Carols from 11 15pm

Christmas Day(25th December)
7.30am ..

9.30am

NOTE: Regular morning weekday Masses will
continue with the exception of Christmas-Day.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C

Thank YOU

As we approach Christmas, we thank the Priests of our
parish: Fr Paul, Fr Jobi and Fr Jack for their generous
service, joy, grace and integrity in supporting us in life
and faith this year.

May the blessings of love and peace be theirs this
Christmas and always!

(Lisa and Anne on behalf of the parish)




Faith B4U...

Parish Office Closure over Christmas

The Parish office will be closing at 1pm Tuesday 24th
December and reopening on Wednesday 15th January 2025.
Please note, priests to remain on duty. If there is an
emergency please call: 0447 509 207

The Parish staff would like to wish you a Christmas filled with
love, peace and joy.

Calling for new Flower Team Members

Whether you have a flair for flowers or not, please consider
joining our flower teams who meet once a month on a roster
basis for about an hour and keep our church looking
beautiful. No experience necessary, all help is appreciated.

For more information please contact the parish office.

Optional Emergency Contact

The parish office is in the process of collecting emergency
contact details for parishioners.

If you would like us to keep on file the person(s) you wish us to
contact in case of an emergency, such as an injury or when an
ambulance is called, please complete the Emergency Contact
Forms found at each door.

Once completed you can return it to the parish office or place
in an envelope and drop it into the collection plate. All
information will be stored securely and referred to only when
& if required.

Please note, this is optional and open to all parishioners.

For more information please contact the parish office.

Hosts suitable for gluten intolerant

If you require a low gluten host, please let an Acolyte or senior
server know before Mass starts.

They will organise for one to be placed aside for you.

Christ’s Catholic Community

Come and join us in understanding the Gospels more deeply.
Fridays at 10am in the Youth room.

Gatherings will resume 17 January 2025

Let us pray...

Interview with Anne

Q: Anne, you are finishing up as a staff member of
OLQP parish where you have worked for the past
4 years on the Life and Faith team. What have
been some of the highlights of your time with the
parish team?

There are so many highlights over my time. A few that
have really inspired me...

o Meeting families in sacramental preparation and
being part of such special moments in their faith
journey

. The "movie club” during COVID which has

transformed into ‘coffee and cake mornings’ post

COVID

o Lent and Advent small group meetings which
enable the sharing of life stories

o Wednesday morning prayer reflections where
stories of tremendous faith are shared

. Meeting and accompanying young people actively

choosing the become Catholic.

These experiences have encouraged me and extended
my own faith commitment.

Q:Even though you won’t be working at the parish
office, you are and will still be involved in ministry
in the parish. Thinking back over the past year,
can you share a moment in your ministry where
you have seen a “Christ encounter?”

There are so many moments where | have experienced
Christ through the humility, kindness, compassion and
generosity of the people in our parish. | can’t name them
here, but | cherish each and every moment. | look
forward to continuing in the Greeting Ministry at
Masses.

Q:What are your hopes for Life and Faith and the
community at OLQP parish for 2025?

That our beautiful parish continues to flourish and “grow
as a community in the likeness of Christ.’

FOR OUR SICK, that they will be nourished with hope & recognise the loving presence of God in their lives.

Elie Aboumelhem, Mary Anjoul, George Attard, John Attard, Rita Attard, Amara Bewert, Ellen Boissett, Frank Borg, Haryono Budiono, Ann
Bugaya, Karl Croning, Kathleen Davies, Nerida Fabri, Solonge Faddoul, Joe Farrugia, Margaret John, Margaret Jones, Rachel Karbic, Tulla
Kavich, Tyler Kenedy, Peter Kennedy, Maxine Kroebel, Michelle Makin, Joyce Mifsud, Elsie Moran, Joseph Moses, Alex Noble, Brendon
Onorato, Delma Ryan, Benjie Santiago, Carmel Thompson, Connie Tudman, Eddie Vella, Grace Widjaya, Jasper Wilhite, Maureen Zarb

FOR DEATH ANNIVERSARIES, that they now know the fullness of life & delight in God - may they pray for our

active purpose in God’s Mission.

Joseph D’Souza, Joseph Falzon, Paul Xuereb

FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED, may our Lord embrace them with unimaginable joy & bless those who grieve

with the power of hope.

Funeral dates listed below when known. Funeral notices are displayed on the notice board in the church

foyer. Every attempt is made to stay current, but it is best not to make that your only or final source of personal information.
George Attard - 23 Dec @ 1pm, Joseph Farrugia - 8 Jan @ 10.30am, Jessie Sherry - 23 Dec @ 11am

We acknowledge the Dharug people as the traditional custodians of the land on which we stand.

Custodians



Our sponsors...

Please understand that whilst OLQP Parish allows advertising, it cannot take responsibility for the advertisements, services advertised or for any matters arising.

SCOTT GLEESON FUNERALS

9896 3299
info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
www.scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
2 Fennell Street, Parramatta NSW 2150

FIRST ACADEMY EARLY EPUCATION

© 2 ,i'c’zﬁemy

Accredited Pre School
Long day care centre

g@:‘“@g @4@‘5@ The Kids /Daﬂl/ ge.. 0 -6 yYrs.
e‘:a a ":&;‘;e&
o8 Q 0413804066
firstacademy@optusnet.com.au 9863 2361

http://www.firstacademy.com.au
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Compassionate, Dignified & Understanding
All Suburbs 24 hours

Joanne Vella

P: 9835 6290
M: 0481 185 402

Lesley Kreig
Physiotherapy

&a

Lesley Kreig Phone/Fax: (02) 9896 8014
B.Sc (Anat) PGD Physiotherapy Mohile: 0418 467 416
MAPA/MAAOMT

Orthopaedic Manipulative Physiotherapist
Prov. No 21040918

Shop 37A, Old ProspectRoad, Greystanes NSW 2145

Hills Family Funerals

“We understand the importance
of family and it shows in
everything that we do, a tradition of
care and concern”

24 Hour Care
Funeral Planning
Prepaid Funerals
Australian Owned & Family Operated

For Personal Attention please call
Richard Spiteri on 02 9659 0900
340 0ld Northern Road. Castle Hill

") Hills Family Funerals

ELECTRO FUSION

PTYLTD License No: 287743C

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

WIRING AND INSTALLATION OF
POWERPOINTS, SENSOR LIGHTS, FANS,
OVENS, HOT WATER SYSTEMS, SMOKE
ALARMS & SWITCHBOARD UPGRADES.

PLEASE CALL TONY: 0414 822 086

;@m Bright

Funeral Planner
Booklets, Memorial Cards & Visual Tributes

Accompanying you through the delicate time
of funeral preparation

Assisting with planning, preparation & printing
of memorial booklets, memorial cards and
photo tributes

0419 418 547 | consultancy.bright@gmail.com

AMESCORP

THE GRANNY FLA

PAY $150,000 AND GET $600

A WEEK RENT

(02) 8798 9858 | 1/597 Woodstock Ave, Glendenning NSW 2761 | amescorp.com.au

LICENSED PLUMBER  DRAINER  GASFITTER

PLUME NG
"

E. MAGRI PLUMBING SERVICES e

STEPHEN MAGRI 0412 926 185
Licence No L11703 ABN 83 111970 024

e.magriplumbing@bigpond.com Ph/Fax:(02) 9625 3353

Mobile:

Greystanes Physiotherapist
0411 830 942

144 Ringrose Avenue, Greystanes

Greystanes
Physiotherapy
and Sports.
Injury Clinic

Joseph Felice |}"_ )
SOLICITOR:=Y

Located in Toongabbie by appomtment

0413 193 283

Malte se Spoken and Specialising in:
Property Purchases and Sales
Commercial Leasing and Business Transfers
Wills, Probates and Estates
Power of Attorneys & Enduring Guardianships

Right at Home

in Home Care & Assistance

Leading Home Care pl:aviider
of quality care in your home

CONTACT US PH : 02 8613 3022
Email : care.sp@rightathome.com.au
15/2 O'Connell Street, Parramatta, NSW 2150

Stressfree Management ®
Natural Health Clinic Greystanes

. e

Get healthy
physically, mentally, emotionally
www.stressfreehealthmanagement.com

Call now direct 0414680713

2]
SOLID

Photography

CALL US NOW
0431 727 359

VISITUS AT
www.solidphotography.com.au

OUR SERVICES

EVENTS
WEDDING
FAMILY
FUNERALS
REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIALS

Our oty ficas is your image

Ph (02) 9604 9604

Our Professional and caring staff are available 24hrs - 7 days a week
Head Office: Shop 1, 639 The Horsely Drive, Smithfield
Sutherland Shire Office: 134 Wyralla Road, Miranda
Inner West Office: Shop 2, 38-40 Ramsay Road, Five Dock

www.acolucciofs.com
PROFESSIONAL, EXPERIENCED & COMPASSIONATE FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Charlie’s
Gates & Fencing
Lic. No. 161549C

Colourbond * Pool * Glass*
Picket * Security *Onsite Welding
*Free Quotes

Ph : (02) 9636 7294
Mob: 0432 283 263

o Greystanes Mowing
Locally owned & operated

GREYSTANESMOWING

We are passionate about lawns. We take
pride in all our work providing friendly &
excellent customer service.

Our Services:

Lawn Mowing, Garden Maintenance & More
Seniors & Pensioners discounts. Free Quotes

Daniel: 0424 24 24 31



http://www.stressfreehealthmanagement.com

Our Mission: To grow as a community in the likeness of Christ.

Safeguarding is a priority at OLQP
Volunteers, group leaders and assistant group leaders are asked to complete
the Safeguarding modules either online or in person. Details below.

ONLINE: To sign up & log into your Safeguarding modules, visit: https://learning.safeguarding.org.au

IN PERSON TRAINING: To find a training session near you & to register, visit: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?
series=safeguarding-training. For more information, please email.: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

UPCOMING Face-to-face Training
Saturday 29 January at St Andrew the Apostle Parish Marayong - Module 1

Register for this session at: LRI CEVELEEL IOl Next Sunday’s Readings
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding- : )
training or contact Lisa in the parish office on 9631 8135. lstRﬂg 1st Reading
Micah 1 Samuel
Epiphany Pilgrimage & Fiesta Sl 1:20-22, 24-28
Commit the first fruits of your new year to Christ with the 2025 2nd Reading 2nd Reading
Epiphany Pilgrimage. Enjoy 7 days of bushwalking, fellowship and Hebrews 1 John
prayer as we journey from Emu Plains to the top of the Blue 10:5-10 3:1-2, 21-24
Mountains, experiencing the wonderful hospitality of parish
communities along the way. Gospel Gospel
For more information and to register for all or part of the journey Luke Luke
visit www.epipanypilgrimage.org 1:39-44 2:41-52

Parish improvements

You may have noticed that there has been changes when entering
and exiting the parish office. This improvement allows staff,
priests and volunteers to work safely and securely at all times of

Mass Times
Monday - 9:15am

Tuesday - 9:15am

the day.
TO ENTER the parish office during office hours:
1.

PRESS the silver button that says “press here’
the LEFT of the screen door.

Wednesday - 6:30am | 9:15am

Thursday - 9:15am

Friday - 6:30am | 9:15am

Saturday - Vigil 5:00pm (live streamed)
Sunday - 7:00am | 8:30am | 10:30am | 6:00pm

located to

Memorial Mass - Last Tuesday night of each month
(except December) at 7:00pm

Mass for Peace with anointing of the sick - First
Saturday of each month (except January) at 10:30am

Reconciliation:

2. This will alert a staff member you are at the door. When
you hear a voice telling you that "The door is open’

3. TURN the screen door handle to enter.

When LEAVING the parish office:

1. PRESS the blue button located to the LEFT of the door.

2. This will release the screen door.

3. TURN the screen door handle to exit.

Saturday - 4:00pm - 4.45pm

FEAST DAYS

This week we celebrate

27" Friday St John, apostle, evangelist

C_——a35~9

25" Wednesday The NATIVITY of the LORD (Christmas)
26" Thursday St Stephen, the first martyr

28" Saturday The Holy Innocents, martyrs

Please join us via Facebook or Website, olgp.org.au,
every Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Rosary in the church: Weekdays at 8:30am & Friday
nights at 7:30pm

ZOOM option available Friday night for those who
cannot travel to the church for rosary.

Meeting ID: 896 7944 2594 | Passcode: rosary
*NOTE: No Friday Rosary from 27 Dec to 24 Jan

P: 9631 8135 | E: parishoffice@olqp.org.au
Emergency Contact Only 0447 509 207
Join us on...

f www.facebook.com/OLQPGreystanes | OLQPGreystanesYouth |

Parish Office hours: 9am - 1pm, 2pm - 4pm Monday to Friday
PO Box 5035 Greystanes 2145 | 198 Old Prospect Rd, Greystanes

/1N
aEER
IIrI

www.olqp.org.zu




